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XIII. 


STANDING ORDERS. 


For the carrying on of business in all assemblies of men 
there must be ruies. 

Every veterinary association and every society that has 
business to conduct and questions to discuss has its 
rules governing procedure. For some fifty years the 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons has trusted to its 
bye-laws and charters for guidance. 

The House of Commons and such bodies as City Cor- 
porations have a set of Standing Orders for their gui- 
dance. Probably in such assemblies they are necessary, 
as there are at least two antagonistic parties— Moderates 
and Progressives—each ready to take unfair advantage of 
the other. A few years ago the House of Commons had 
a good illustration of the value of standing orders when 
aclever and earnest man, with a large following, deter- 
mined to obstruct the proceedings. Alteration after 
alteration was made, but only to be circumvented. The 
final resort was always the power of the speaker—of the 
presiding officer. 

Nothing can be put into standing orders that cannot 
be added to bye-laws, and neither bye-laws nor standing 
orders can suppress a member who intimidates or defies 
the Chairman. 

[f half-a-dozen bye-laws for general guidance are 
accepted by an assembly of gentlemen who properly re- 
cognise the Chairman of a meeting there ought to be 
very little friction and very little difficulty in carrying on 
a debate. 

The more complex and voluminous a set of rules are 
made the greater is the difficulty for a President and the 
easier for an astute obstructionist. 


a these reasons we think the Council was wise in de- 
clning to accept a_set of standing orders (50 in number). 
€ Council and President would soon have been at the 
mercy of the members who had most firmly grasped the 
Scope of the new fetters, 
- Suyone who regularly reads the report of Council 
ther Ings will be able to see that what is wanted more 
orders 1s respect for the Chairman. Our 
illnct this week of the special meeting is a really fine 
rote ae of the way in which rules and President are 
pe . - We have no wish to more directly indicate the 
oA dian. who most frequently over-ride the Chairman 
oo re the rules, but we must say that new rules 
pa _ by men who most often offend against the old 
re atonce suspect. It is a significant sign to see 
€ devil re roving sin, 
pointe Ay a er, In favour of the new standing orders, 
sane out that whereas our present bye-laws cannot be 
might ument three months’ notice, the new orders 
would ce anne enaed at any moment by a vote. This 
cnedinn: inly be a ready method of “governing the 
ofthe Council” but—is it safe ? 


Yue MarricunatTion Examination. 


There is a curious Nemesis attending the ac‘ions of 


the Council at 10 Red Lion Square. Nearly every 
decision arrived at is shortly afterwards rescinded, 
and every resoluticn passed is soon modified or found 
unworkable. There must be a reason for this. 
There is a reason, and it is superficial. The mem- 
bers of our Council, with few exceptions, are men 
who never give any consideration to the details of a 
subject until it is brought up for settlement ata 
meeting. The meeting is crowded with work, and 
trains have to be caught—consequently everything 
is hurried and only the two or three members who 
have mastered the subject know what is wanted. 
These ‘‘ two or three” have their own interests to 
defend ; their contributions to debate are not meant 
to elucidate—but to win. The average member 
knows nothing about his duties; some are mentally 
incapable of a logical deduction, and one is so 
superior that he never errs except when imputing 
dirty motives to the action of others. 

Practically about half-a-dozen of our representa- 
tives are clear-headed business men who know what 
they want and who take the trouble to make them- 
selves fully acquainted with professional subjects. 
This ‘‘ half-dozen ”’ consists of three groups, and all 
the rest form a tail which is sometimes an ornamen- 
tal appendage and sometimes an unruly member that 
asserts its mechanical weight. In times of confusion 
‘the tail wags the dog,” then all conscious cerebra- 
tion ceases, and convulsive movements take the place 
of co-ordinated action. 

How thirty-two men of average capacity when at 
home can, when assembled at Red Lion Square, be- 
come such an unworkable body as is demonstrated by 
our Council seems difficult to explain. It is owing 
to their methods of conducting business. Let us 
take the matriculation question as a sample and see 
how it was evolved. First a resolution was passed 
—that a higher standard of general education was 
necessary. All were agreed. Next the standard had 
to be fixed, and of course this led to some variety of 
cpinions, but ultimately the standard of the General 
Medical Council was accepted. Having adopted this 
standard, as fixed on paper, it was soon found that 
the General Medical Council did not rigidly adhere to 
their own rules. The R.C.V.S. tried to, with the re- 
sult that it rejected certificates its great exemplar 
accepted, and our Secretary and Solicitor began to 
lose weight.and develupe premature signs of old age. 

To make-everything plain and clear our bye-laws 
were altered and re-altered. A Schedule of the certifi- 
cates accepted by the General Medical Council was 


printed with our other regulations, but all the rules 
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governing the examinations were not printed, and so 
confusion came again. 

Then arose months of misunderstanding and mis- 

representation, an election on confused issues, 
triumphant majority pledged to follow the General 
Medical Council, and finally the adoption of a bye- 
law (No. 52) binding us to accept only such educa- 
tional certificates as would “ entitle the holder to be 
registered as a Medical Student on June 30th, 1896.” 
This bye-law is still in force, and barring sense and 
grammar is clear enough. It is evident that no 
certificate could now enable a man to be registered on 
June 80th, 1896, but the Council meant ‘“ which 
would have ” enabled a man to be registered at that 
date. 

The date was added to protect veterinary students 
from having to follow the General Medical Council 
in any sudden or excessive raising of the standard. 
It would clearly have been unfair to all our schools to 
simply say we follow the General Medical Council 
wherever they choose to go, and to require all stu- 
dents to pass, without due notice, an examination for 
which they were unprepared. . 

Care to avoid general unfairness has, strange to 
say, resulted in partial unfairness. Owing to the 
manner in which the work of the General Medical 
Council has been copied by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons we have no longer the same 
facilities for an equal standard of educational exami- 
nation in England, Scotland, and Ireland— an un- 
fairness, the more aggravated in that it injuriously 
affects the weaker schools. 

The General Medical Council, in deference to the 
convenience of students and to national predilections, 
selected examinations held by English, Irish, and 
Scotch authorities. Naturally the easier examina- 
tions are taken by the majority of candidates, and 
these are those held in England, by the College of 
Preceptors ; in Scotland, by the Educational Institute 
of Scotland. 

On “June 80th, 1896,” these two examinations 
were set at the same standard. Since that date the 
General Medical Council has raised the standard of 
the Scotch examination, and given up the English 
oue as not good enough. The standard of the 
English and Scotch examination is now unequal 
and the parrot cry of some persons that at- 
tempts are being made ‘to alter the standard”’ is 
calculated to maintain an unfairness. The standard is 
already altered, it is not level but oblique—the lower 
= in England. 

@ may assume that no one desires a di 
standard of educational excellence in abe 
Scotland. The only question is how best to make it 
level and just. Professor Dewar suggests that the 
Council should delete the date in rule 52. This would 
put all on a level, but it would raise the standard of 
examination in England and would leave the student 
liable to further changes which might he made b 
the General Medical Council. Mr. Dollar su oid 
that Scotch students might produce, instead of th 
Certificate of the Educational I . 


nstitute of § 
some other of the many scheduled scents Oe" 


fortunately they are all of still hi 
gher standards. 
Professor M’Fadyean Suggests that the English 


College of Preceptors might establish an examination 
in Scotland. They might, but it is not quite reason- 
able to ask the Northern Schools to adopt an English 
examination. The General Medical Council were 
careful to avoid such a thing. 

The simplest way out of the difficulty is to allow 
the Educational Institute of Scotland to hold an 
examination on the same standard as that accepted 
by the General Medical Council ‘on June 30th, 
1896.” This could be obtained by removing from the 
Schedule the words ‘ Preliminary Medical Examina- 
tion” (see page 78, No. 50, of this year’s Register). 
In this way we should preserve a uniform standard 
for all countries, wo should be able to say our standard 
was the same as that of the medical profession “on 
June 30th, 1896,” and we ‘should remove what the 
Scotch schools consider a grievance. 

Our readers will find: the whole subject discussed 
in our report of the Special Meeting of Council and 
they will not be surprised at the heat and prejudice 
displayed or at the curious want of grasp shown by 
some speakers. 


CASES AND ARTICLES, 


EPIDEMIC AMONG THE HORSES ON MAUI. 


We are indebted to Captain Hayes for the follow- 
ing interesting extract from a letter :— 


With reference to your letter in No. 630 of The 
Veterinary Record, headed ‘Epidemic among the 
Horses on Maui.” ; 

On July 2 of last year I was requested to visit 4 
thoroughbred stallion on a ranch about 50 miles away. 
He was in perfect, vigorous health with the exception 
of an abscess about the size of a child’s head locat 
at the root of the neck and covered by the skin. 
There was no fibroid thickening. I lanced it, left 
antiseptic injections, and recovery was complete. 

Telephoning to the ranch some time afterwards 
the manager informed me that a large number 0 
animals in his district were similarly affected. The 
abscesses appeared on the chest, sides, groin, in fac 
any part of the body ; were usually single, sometimes 
multiple, and might be deep or superficial. Many 
animals belonging to native Hawaiians died. ape 
heard since then that there is much sickness 9 
mortality in that district. I learnt also from time ” 
time that there was much sickness on Maui. » 

To my surprise outbreaks of glanders beg#” 
strike my district. This eventually led to my visiting 
the northern portions of the Island, and I found ¢ 
glanders had been rife there for several years. Every 
ranch told me tales of this ‘‘new’’ disease. 
cases I was shown were all cases of glanders. b- 

Since Mr. von Tempsky wrote the letter you pe 
lished it has been found that glanders is preva'el 
Maui. But for one fact I would be inclin 
that this‘: new” disease is simply our ol 
cutaneous glanders in a new guise. lity 
mules were brought to me from the same os ie 
about a month ago. They both had abscesses. 
cal in all respects with Moller’s “ Schulterbeule 
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were, of course, not due to traumatic causes. There 
was no systemic disturbance, and after a strong 
blister and incision, recovery was rapid. If this is 
von Terpsky’s disease it is not farcy. The “new” 
disease has affected nearly all the ranches on this 
Island. And I may say that glanders is doing the 
same thing. 

Mr. Palmer Woods of the Punhue Ranch, however, 
gave mea description of 18 cases on his place, the 
symptoms of which correspond to von Tempsky’s 
description. They all died after apparent recovery. 
I found 12 cases of glanders ov his ranch. 


The disease does not resemble strangles, although 
(if not due to glanders) it is probably caused by 
cocci of a similar nature to those producing strangles. 
I shall I hope be able to settle the identity of the 
“new” disease, for it will probably descend from 
the ranches where I rarely go to the plantation 
district which I patrol weekly. 


Harotp B. Exuiorr, M.R.C.V.S. 
Hilo, H.1I., Aug. 30th. 


CARCINOMA IN THE SCROTUM OF A DOG. 
By J. P. Isenwoop, M.R.C.V.S., Blyth. 


The subject of the photo wis a cross-bred dog— 

oe Bernard—aged about eleven years 
was brought to my surgery to be operated upon 

on Friday Oct 12th. 
_The tumour was about nine or ten inches long, 
cigar-shaped, and seven or eight inches in circum- 
ference at its widest part. 
_ The patient was chloroformed and an incision made 
in the skin at the posterior part; the tumour seemed | 
very vascular just there, and there was a total absence 
ofa neck, the new growth blending with the adja- 
cent parts. 


Taking these facts into consideration together with 


Hn and have the sufferer put down. He, however, 
— that he wished to keep the dog, so I 
rs ed up the incision and the dog was sent home. 
ae I was sent for to destroy the dog, and 
positio cre ae took a photo of him in the standing 
fete th ee to show the tumour as it hung be- 
ful. Atte €gs ; but the result was scarcely success- 
caital } or death I took the accompanying of the 
View which is better. 

€cting this enormous tumour out, | next 

ex 
oo abdominal cavity and found two other 
orange en 8, each about as large as a Tangerine 
fluid. Pa’e pink in colour, and containing a milky 


is dog was castrated i 
eigh rated (on one side) about | 
Bat years go and remained in perfect health till 


small swelling made its appearance in the scrotum 
less than a year ago. This swelling did not materi- 
ally alter in size till a few weeks ago, when it grew 
rapidly though it seemed to cause the patient very 
little trouble. I sent a portion of the large tumour 
to Professor M’Fadyean who pronounces it a car- 
cinoma. 


ABSTRACTS FROM FOREIGN JOURNALS. 


Spontaneous Rupture oF THE PErForatUs TENDON 
1x THE Horse.—By M. Henprickx. 


The case occurred in a cart horse, that during .con- 
valescence from pneumonia suddenly developed 
anasarca of the limbs. This yielded to treatment, but 
one morning on going into his box he was found to 
be dead lame on the off-hind limb, the bulb of the 
fetlock touching the ground. There was no doubt 
that the tendon was ruptured, although the animal 
had not been out of the stable, and consequently he 
was destroyed. 

The tendon was found to be completely ruptured 
a little above the fetlock. The rupture was irregular 
and lacerated with the loose frayed ends of the fibres 
hanging loose. Section showed that it was softened 
and studded over with a large number of hemor- 
rhagic patches. The same appearances were noticed 
in the perforans and both tendons of the near 
hind. 

The author accounts for the rupture taking place 
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without any exertion or apparent cause from the 
serous effusion infiltrating into the substance of the 
tendon and forcing apart the fibres which were already 
softened by the capillary hemorrhage. The tissue 
of the tendon being thus softened and disintegrated 
became incapable of sustaining the weight of the body, 
under which it broke down without any abnormal 
exertion.—(Annales de Médecine Vétérinaire, April, 
1900). 
Josnua A. Nunn, Vet.-Lieut.-Col., A.V.D. 


CurE or SHOULDER LAMENESS BY NEEDLE FIRING.— 
By Pror. L. Horrman, of Stuttgart. 


Chronic lameness characterised by dragging. trail- 
ing gait and swinging leg lameness, with atrophy of 
both spinati muscles and the ancorici group, I have 
frequently cured by needle firing. The firing is 
extensive and almost over the whole surface of the 
scapula and down to the point of the elbow. 

I have treated several cases in this way. The fir- 
ing is best done with the horse cast. In the region 
of the shoulder each red hot needle is thrust on to the 
bone, in the fleshy portion about 4 to ? inch deep. 
Also the shoulder joint can be pierced without bad 
result. How indolent the healthy shoulder joint is 
against wounding I have learned some time ago from 

experience. 

In order to prove the falseness of Webers tkeory of 
gait, that air pressure holds the head of the humerus 
in its socket, I have stuck, without antiseptic pre- 
cautions, a thick trocar deep into the shoulder joint, 
then removed the stilleto and let the horse go about 
with the canula in the joint for some time in order to 
pump out the air there. Synovia flowed out. The 
gait was not altered in the least and the wound healed 
per primam without any antiseptic treatment or 
surgical interference. 

In needle firing I proceed as follows. The whole 
fired surface is brushed, lathered, and shaved, 
cleansed with lysol, then washed with gauze soaked 
in spirit. The spirit is washed off with sublimate 
solution, the whole surface powdered with thioform 
aud afterwards covered with an antiseptic cloth so 
that the superficial surface of the space to be fired is 
not touched with the hand during the operation. It 
takes but ashort time to put in a hundred needle 
punctures. 1 often operate with two at a time on 
the patient. I take care that the punctures are 
equidistant from each other, and place them rank 
wise. There isa good deal of hemorrhage from the 
tracks of the needles so that the work becomes rather 
difficult towards the finish. It is therefore advis- 
abie to be as quick as possible with the operation. 
The welling and spurting blood is soaked up with a 
big antiseptic cloth and fresh thioform powdered on. 
I do no cleansing with liquids after the Operation so 
that nothing may lodge in the track of the punctures. 
When the firing is done I pour over the fired surface 
ichthyol collodion. After the firing the horse ig not 
tied up in the standing position, but he remains 


as — the scabs fall off.—ex Berliner Thier- 


G. M. 


Royal College of 


Veterinary Surgeons. 
(Special Meeting. Continued from p. 210.) 


THE MATRICULATION EXAMINATION. 


Professor Dewar: In submitting the motion which 
stands in my name on the agenda paper, I will endeavour 
to be as brief as possible while putting the subject before 

ou as clearly as I can. I hope I may assume that we 
fon all devoted some time to the study of this question 
which is of very great importance to students and the 
schools, as well as to the profession. I think there can 
be no doubt that a mistake was made, when we extended 
our curriculum and raised our educational test of the 
student’s fitness to study for his profession, in fixing ona 
hard and fast list of examinations, the passing of any of 
which should qualifya student to enter for his professional 
examination as if these examinations were fixed and ur 
alterable. Why, Mr. President, the ink was scarcely dry 
on our bye-law before alterations were taking place. For 
my part I confess that I did not forsee the manner 10 
which these changes would occur, changes undoubtedly 
which time inevitably brings about. I wish to remind 
the Council that this motion was first proposed to the 
Council by Prof. Edgar at its meeting in April, 1896, ot 
rather the bye law as it will read if my motion is accep 
ted. And I wish to remind the Council also that it was 
seconded by Professor Penberthy, and supported by Prof. 
McFadyean, Mr. Mulvey, Mr. Dollar and others. In 
order to recall it a little more clearly to the minds of 
the Council I may state that it was this meeting whic 
came to a somewhat heated termination, owing to the 
proposal to adjourn the discussion of this motion being 
adopted, so that there should be a fuller consideration 
by the Council. A number of gentlemen who wished to 
show their indignation enforced their ideas by almost 
tumbling over each other to resign their positions. That 
was simply because the subject was only postponed for 
fuller consideration. This also, I think, was the reas? 
why we have your presence here among us, Mr. Prest- 
dent. At the July meeting, surely after what occur 
then I am justified in looking for the cordial, not tos’ 
enthusiastic support of those gentlemen to my motion, 
At the July meeting, the one succeeding the meeting 
have referred to, and after the most exciting electioo 
of recent times, which was decided upon this very que 
tion and at which meeting Professor Edgar was 00t Pry 
sent, Veterinary Captain Butler proposed as a0 oS? 
ment to Prof. Edgar’s motion that the words “in orl 
should be added. After considerable discussio0 by he 
Council the Council passed it in the form 10 whic : 
now stands in our bye-laws as bye-law 52. These on 
“on June 30th, 1896” soon resulted in causing an 
justice to the Scotch Schools, and by refusing to wag 
what was intended, to alter or modify that bye-law, 
Council—I do not say intentionally—has continue’ 
perpetuate this injustice. Assuming we are all pra the 
cally agreed that a grievance exists (“We are wl i 
only question remaining for discussion is the best 
or removing this grievance. When we accept 
1892, the certificates of the examinations mention 
our first schedule (examinations selected: by 
Medical Council) we practically accepted 
as dealing fairly by the different divisions 
dom. The injustice has arisen throug 
wording of the names of the individual ex 
In naming the examinations of the College of 
in our schedule, no reference is made whatever 
cine or medical subjects. The examination of the 
tional Institute of Scotland is descri thes wort: 
nary medical examination. The difference in 
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ing of the titles has been the cause of all the troubles. 
The one must be the “ pony medical examina- 
tion,” the other may not and need not be its equiva- 
lent. Since 1896 the General Medical Council has re- 
peatedly raised the standard of its examinations, and the 
examination of the Educational Institute of Scotland 
has consequently undergone repeatedly this raising of its 
standard ; whilst the examination ot the College of Pre- 
ceptors, not being nominally described as the “ prelimi- 
nary medical examination” has remained practically at 
the standard of 1896. Under bye-law 52 at the present 
time a certificate of having passed the Second class, 
Second division of the College of Preceptors is held as 
satisfying the requirements of our preliminary examina- 
tion. But that examination is no longer accepted by the 
General Medical Council as qualifying for medical re- 
istration. Not only so, but the 2nd class, Ist division 
is not even accepted. The difference between the two 
divisions is 150 marks ; 550 marks or over are required 
for a 2nd class, 2nd division certificate, while 700 or 
over are required for the Ist division. Now, I wish to 
call the attention of this Council to that matter, as, 
according to the Genera] Medical Council, it is not a 
small difference which exists between the College of 
Preceptors examination and that of the Educational 
Institute of Scotland. The Council does not accept a 
first division certificate of the 2nd class, although it is 
150 marks higher than the certificate that we now 
accept, but insist on a Ist class certificate, a certificate 
only obtained by passing a different examination alto- 
gether. It is hardly necessary to point out that the 
General Medical Council still accept the examination 
of the Educational Institute of Scotland ; and to that 
extent does this body—whom we have all along accepted 
as a guide in the matter of our preliminary examina- 
tions—estimate the difference between the two exami- 
nations. That is to say I think we may fairly assume 
that the difference between a second class 1st division 
certificate and a first class certificate will be as great as 
the difference between the two divisions, or another 150 
1 poe Taken together, that is 300 marks out of a total 
: some 850 will represent the difference between a 2nd 
class 2nd division certificate of the College of Preceptors 
and the certificate of the Educational Institute of Scot- 
and. As Ihave said, assuming we are agreed that a 
grievance exists which demands redress, that is the 
Five most suitable to the case and which will least 
existing conditions? It may be remembered 
dir my first efforts to remove this grievance were 
Pe - obtaining for our students an examination on 
thi andard accepted by the Council in July 1896. But 
the — denied to them. There can be no doubt that 
on opt meant at that time that the standard re- 
den at oy General Medical Council for the registra- 
conten edical students in 1896 was the standard to be 
stud in the preliminary examination of veterinary 
fit to ale until, of course, such time as this Council saw 
and tho whe Rin these efforts I got less than credit, 
ve he ave repeated them, less than service. I 
Motives as being actuated. by sinister 
of ptm, ae Wishing to debase and lower the standard 
examination. Surely, Mr. President, 
ai tHe €men ought to acknowledge their mistake 
their ome Even though it is a little late, 
tardy apologi ought to prompt them to make some 
Ween However, that may be, I hope they 
tainin, @SSist_in removing this difference, and in ob- 
ining as uniform an _— h 
possible. T have ee for each student as 
itection T have ased attempting to get redress in this 
we should an ceased to hope, or even to desire, that 
tide wait for teto the standard of 1896. “Time and 
community will, man.” The general education of the: 
goes with it improving, whether our profession 


In th It or not, and if not, it will soon drop behind 


very ill afford to lose any of the advantages we have 
gained, when the sister professicn is pushing us hard in 
the pursuit of those appointments connected with public 
health, sanitation, and meat inspection which are claimed 
and more fittingly filled by members of our profession. 
We ought not to abate our endeavours to maintain and 
even improve the status of our profession. Undoubted- 
ly one of the best means of furthering this object is to 
enable us to continue the proud boast that our students 
are required to pass the same educational test as the 
medical. Probably the objection is that the state of our 
finances wil) not allow us to make this change, that the 
entry of students into the schools has been diminished, 
until we will soon have to face the question of reducing 
the standard instead of raising it. 1 deny that my pro- 
posal would raise it one fraction as far as Scotland is 
concerned. It has already been raised, and my friends 
of the London College cannot object to their students 
being called on to pass an examination on the same 
standard, an examination equivalent to the examination 
for students in Scotland. It has been proposed that we 
should have an examination of our own, and [ confess 
that the idea is rather flattering to our sense of our own 
importance. But, while I would like to say that we are 
unable of ourselves to formulate an examination, or even 
to carry it out to a satisfactory conclusion, yet I think 
there is no doubt we will require some educational body 
to conduct it for us; it would require constant 
attention, periodical alteration, and would also, I am 
afraid, press to some extent on the funds of the College. 
I may be wrong in this, I hope I am. But, what is of 
far more importance, we would lose that position and 
that prestige which we have gained by requiring our stu- 
dents to pass the same examination as the medical stu- 
dent. Of course that would be avoided in the event of 
this course being adopted, namely that we should have 
our own examination, but get the General Medical Coun- 
cil to accept it as qualifying for medical registration. I 
am afraid there is not much hope of this. Any examina- 
tion we may try to frame must be on the lines of some 
of those mentioned in our first schedule, and we shall re- 
uire one of those educational bodies to carry it out for us. 
Sihereies it may be open to abuse, or at least to mis- 
trust and suspicion. In accepting my motion I have no 
doubt the Council would be adopting the wisest policy, 
taking all the circumstances into consideration. Looking 
to the fact that we are still struggling—undoubtedly 
struggling—to obtain that public recognition which we 
deserve, which is coming, although slowly, which will 
yet take time before it is in proportion to our desires ; 
when we see those offices I have referred to and which 
we are inclined to think ought to be filled by our pro- 
fession, being filled by medical men and others, it is not 
a time to relax our efforts to advance and improve our 
profession. Even assuming, for the sake of argurnent, 
that the adoption of this motion may to some extent 
raise the preliminary examination in England, it will be 
a mere flea-bite compared to the alteration that took 
place when we extended our curriculum. If we, so to 
speak, swallowed the camel of the raising of the standard 
then, it is absurd to strain at the gnat implied in my 
proposal, especially if, by the acceptance of this resolu- 
tion, we obtain uniformity in our preliminary examina- 
tion. Our students will also obtain that credit which 
they deserve in passing the preliminary medical exami- 
nation, for they got no credit for it in the past. I think 
there is little fear that the number of men entering for 
the profession will go on increasing. The worst is past. 
If a healthy demand continues for well-educated, scien- 
tific veterinary surgeons, I think there is little doubt 
that the demand willsoon be met. The increase in our 
preliminary examination in 1893 was so great, and the 
number of candidates rejected so overwhelming, that 
the change was severely felt, in fact it was self-evident. 


© general advance. At the present time we can 


But no member of the profession, I am sure, keeping in 
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touch with its politics, can for years have been expect- 
ed to get his pupil or son to enter the profession by pass- 
ing a lower examination than what we have hitherto 
been accepting. Certainly no one has got any encourage- 
ment from the discussions which have taken place in 
this Council, to imagine such a thing possible. I need 
hardly remind you that this is the fourth attempt I have 
made to get the Council to redress this grievance, to ob- 
tain fair play and justice for our students in their pre- 
liminary examination. I hope it will be the last in this 
connection. But although unsuccessful again, I will not 
relax my efforts to obtain justice ; if not in this same 
direction, perhaps in another. However, I trust the 
Council will accept this motion, and that we will all 
work harmoniously and earnestly to maintain the best 
interests of the professiun, to maintain and even improve 
its status and position and increase that respect in which 
itis already held by a discerning public. I move, Mr. 
President, that the words “On June 30th, 1896, at the 
end of bye-law 52, be deleted.” (Cheers.) 
Prof. Epcar : I second the resolution. 
The Councii here adjourned for « short time fur tea. 
Mr. Mutvey: I desire in the first place to acknow- 
legde the way in which Professor Dewar has laid his 
claims before this meeting. He has given us his views 
in a veryfull manner. At the same time I do not agree 
with all that he has said, and I shall be unable to sup- 
_ the motion. Most of you are aware that for the 
ast five years the number of students entering the 
Colleges has been gradually growing smaller. If Pro- 
fessor Dewar can convince me that by increasing the 
educational examination of the students it will aid one 
student to enter one of the Colleges, then I shall have 
very great pleasure in supporting the motion of which he 
has given notice. 

Mr. Vittar: Professor Dewar in his very abie speech 
several times made use of the expression “ assuming we 
are perfectly agreed.” I venture to think the Council 
is perfectly agreed on cne point, and that is that it is un- 
fortunate that having so recently passed bye-law 52 as 
we have done, we should now be called upon to consider 
the whole of the preliminary examinations. Professor 
Dewar very rightly said that the whole of the Council 
are very very anxious to do the best they can for the 
profession—are anxious for the welfare of the students, 
and are also very anxious for the welfare of the schools. 
But I say we all individually and collectively are very 
anxious for the welfare of the school. At the same 
time it puts us in a very awkward and unfortunate 
position by discussing these questions because, as I 
gathered from the Committee meeting yesterday, there 
seems to be almost an utter discord amongst the repre- 
sentatives of the schools and this body as to what is the 
proper course to take. I[ gather that Professor M’Fad- 
yean in London and Professor Williams in Edinburgh 
are content with the scheme which at present exists. 
Professor McCall is very anxious, as you see by the 
minutes of the Committee meeting, to institute a special 
examination of the Royal College of Veterinary Sur- 
geons. Prof. Dewar, on the other and, is very anxious 
to delete the words “ As on June 30th, 1896” from bye- 
law 52 so that we shall follow the medical profession. 
We get no guidance from the representatives of the 
schools, and I think we are bound to look upon the 
matter from our own particular view, and look upon it 
in a business-like way. The question occurs to me 
Are our students at the present time admitted under 
our bye-laws sufficiently educated? and I venture to 
think gentlemen we are bound to say that they are. [It 
is true that at the present time we admit them under 
the certificate of the Second Division of the College of 
Preceptors, provided it contains all the subjects = re- 
quire, and provided the examination is passed at one 


been raised, for now they will not accept the second 
division certificate of the College of Preceptors ; they 
insist upon the first division. Of course also they accept 


the certificates of the Educational Institute of Scotland, é 
I venture to think that the very fact of the medical é 
profession refusing the second division certificate of the t 
College of Preceptors and accepting the certificate of the t 
Educational Institute of Scotland is a pretty good proof \ 
that those two examinations are not actually on a par. f 
(Hear, hear). Therefore to satisfy at all events some a 
complaining members of this Council we must make g 
some alteration. But what shall the alterations be? [ n 
venture to think that if we accept Professor Dewar’s c 
suggestion and raise the standard of the examinations as tl 
he wishes us to do, we should be doing harm to the » 0 
profession, harm to the student, harm to the teaching # a 
school. Mind you, the examination men have to passat n 
the present day is a stiff examination: it is an exami- ci 
nation which includes two foreign languages, a know- ce 
ledge of the first three books of Euclid, of Algebra up to is 
quadratic equations, and generally is an education which tk 
would render a man capable and able to go into any us 
society. Is that sufficient fur veterinary students? | la 
point out to you in addition to that it requires ao ot 
ordinary lad gifted with ordinary intelligence to be at m 
school at all events until he is seventeen years of age as 
and can pass that examination. If you insist upon him 80 
passing the higher examination, that is the first. class mi 
tirst division of the College of Preceptors, he would have ha 
to have another twelve months at school. That means 40 
to say thata boy at eighteen will have to leave school th 
and go straight into the veterinary school. I would like mi 
to draw your attention to a report of our professional | 
examiners from the Chairman of Class D examinations ob 
which was read yesterday at the Committee meeting. It cat 
referred to the examination of students for their dip 1 
lomas. He said “ We found the standard of the studeat Ir 
quite up to the average, the failings being as usual more the 
in the minor details of everyday life of the animals com wh 
cerned than in pure questions of disease.” This 1s my ™ 
point. I say that if you insist upon lads going to school 0 
until they are eighteen and going straight tv College Pr. 
you turn them out with their diplomas at 22 years of ag? re 
without having: any opportunity whatever to get the con 
practical knowledge of the details of animal life, becau® rove 
you have kept them at boarding school all those yeats wh 
I maintain that the standard we required five years 4% | tho 
and which was then sufficient for the medical profession Yo 
is quite sufficient now for us, and for veterinary students, a 
and therefore I beg to propose a direct negative to!” a 
fessor Dewar’s motion. ‘ nati 
_Mr. Doar: I should like to point out to the pred by 
cil that the words Professor Dewar proposes to . don 
will leave bye law 52 in such a state that it will ob ie? to b 
us to follow whatever changes the General Medical Cout om 
cil may inaugurate, and will force us to make, ‘i pars 
changes at whatever time the General Medical _— ns t 
may make them. That is to say the passing of this rt Edu 
posed resvlution of Professor Dewar’s will leave ae one 
a standard in which the time of change and the chars ; ms 
of the change is absolutely uncertain. We shall “er we t 
know what changes are to occur, how great they 4 ‘opt wou! 
be, nor when they are to come into force if we vey do n 
that proposition. The consequence of that Wl ami 
soon become evident. It is unlikely that the h 


profession will lower their standard, an ing the 
will very soon be that our standard, follows it 
medical, will be raised to such a height hi ‘ 
will be impossible for veterinary students resources 
it, or at least so great a strain put upon conghose 

that very few indeed will pass into 
schools. That will certainly give rise to 4 - ntet- 


and the same time. We know that since 
that standard the standard of the medical pecteeien has 


third or a fourth agitation. These agitations om the 
minable for a changing of the standard ; an this 
awful object lesson we have received regarainé 
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motion, undoubtedly there will be a tendency to place 
the standard not higher than it is at the present time, 
but considerably lower. I strongly object to these 
attempts to alter the standard. The standard once 
established ought not to be cast into the melting-pot 
every three, four, or five years. For my own part, I 
entered this Council with certain very clearly defined 
views. At the election to which Professor Dewar re- 
ferred, this question was very thoroughly thrashed out, 
and a large number of those persons who were returned 
gave definite pledges. They were returned pledged to 
maintain the standard as it existed. I see no reason to 
cause us, who have made that promise, to depart from 
the pledge which we then gave. ‘The conditions have 
not in any essential altered, and I can see no reason for 
attempting either to raise or lower the standard which 
now exists. It has been said that inasmuch as the medi- 
cal profession has altered its standard, that one of the 
certificates—the Educational Certificate of Scotland— 
As I previously pointed out, 


Dewar's 
tions as 


ra up to is no longer available. 

n which that to my mind is not an objection which would justify 
nto any us in making so momentous a change as that contemp- 
nts? I lated by Professor Dewar, because there are at least 40 
lires aD other certiticates from which the Scotch colleges can 


make a choice ; and surely before coming before us and 


0 be at 
asking us to reverse not only the action which has been 


of age 


on him so recently taken but to repudiate the pledge which so 
st class many of us have given to the profession, they should 
ild have have made at least some attempt to find amongst those 
t means 40 odd other certificates one which should satisfy 
» school their views of the necessities and desirabilities of the 
vuld like matter. 

‘essional Professor WitL1aAMs: I have stated that I have no 


objection to the severity of the examination of the Edu- 
cational Institute of Scotland, [ am a strong believer 
in students entering college with a thorough education. 
I may state that there are three schools in Scotland, and 
there is one in England, and that the only examination 
which is convenient to new students in Scotland is the 
Educational Institute of Scotland Examination. If they 
do not sit for that examination, if they think it is too 
severe, then they are induced to sit for the College of 
Preceptors examination in London, which is known and 
confessed by the Medical Council to be an inferior ex- 
amination to the examinations held in Scotland. Asa 
result, as every well-thinking person will understand, 
+ parents determine to send their sons to College, if 
» a sons do not happen to have any certificate which 

ey may have got in the ordinary course of their edu- 
— if they suddenly determine to become_ veterinary 
a ents, the inducement is to select the easiest exami- 
nation, The easier of the two convenient examinations 
to delete i is the College of Preceptors examination, held in Lon- 
I oblige to be Consequently parents send their sons tv London 
Y examined, and the inclination of the sons or of the 
ng 18 for these students to remain in London to 
on — their studies. [t would be a difficult matter for 

a men sent to Scotland, and tell them “The 
“ai on Institute Examination which is a difficult 
mney bet @ convenient one, is not advisable to take ; 
we told on stay for your examination in London.” | If 
would bab: to go to England for examination they 
perl ate ably pursue their studies in England. They 
amination > from England to Scotland to pass an ex- 
‘ aie ata! ut they are sent down to England to pursue 
to the les. It is, to use a vulgar phrase, “a draw ” 
mbar” Veterinary College that the preliminary 
examination ~~ held here is easier than the preliminary 
Professor D. eld in Sestland. I therefore would support 
the col] €war's motion, inasmuch at it would put all 

On an equality. 

fessor I cannot heip thinking that Pro- 
with lams, and also Professor Dewar, credit us 
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dents who desire to pursue their veterinary studies in 
Edinburgh must either present themselves for this 
Educational Institute examination or that they must 
sit for the College of Preceptors examination in London. 
Now, I really must protest against trying to make 
things appear in that fight, since Professor Williams 
must be fully aware that the College of Preceptors have 
expressed their readiness to examine intending veteri- 
nary students in Edinburgh whenever it is asked for. 
Not only that, but, as [ mentioned on a_ previous 
occasion, the College of Preceptors has actually held 
branch examinations in Edinburgh. It is quite free to 
hold branck examinations in Edinburgh and in Glasgow 
on the same terms as a branch examination is conducted 
in the Royal Veterinary College. Now, I ask, is there 
any grievance at all left in these circumstances? I 
think Professor Dewar said that probably we were all 
agreed there was a grievance. I think it was a very rash 
presumption. If thereis a formidable grievance, then he 
certainly is not gifted with great powers of exposition, 
because he did not show it. Ido not claim powers of 
exposition that are equal to Professor Dewar’s, but I 
will endeavour to state what is the exact extent of the 
injustice under which the Scotch schools at present 
labour, and if Iam wrong he will no doubt put me right. 
Ihave aiready mentioned the fact that the examination 
for a second class College of Preceptors certificate is 
just as free to students who intend to pursue their 
veterinary studies in Scotland as to those who intend to 
study in England. There is obviously no ‘juestion of 
injustice as regards the severity of the examination, as 
all the examinations on the list are equally open to all 
the schools. What is the injustice? Professor Dewar was 
cornered on that question before, and he said the injus- 
tice lay in this, that he had a perfect right to demand 
that students who intended to study in Scotch colleges 
should have an examination in general knowledge con- 
ducted by Scotchmen. That is the whole grievance 
under which the students at present labour. He has 
himself said that the examination by the College of 
Preceptors for a second-class certificate is of an easier 
grade than the examination of the Educational Institute 
of Scotland, as at present conducted ; but it hardly 
harmonises with that view that he himself interviewed 
the officials of the College of Preceptors, and asked them 
if they would conduct examinations in Scotland in the 
event of this Council refusing to allow the Educational 
Institute of Scotland to conduct a special examination 
for his students on the abandoned grade. I should not 
presume to offer any advice to Professor Dewar as to 
what he ought to doin this matter of general education 
in the interests of the Institution over which he presides, 
but I certainly will say this, that though I never was 
deficient in national sentiment whilst I was in Scotland, 
I should never have felt myself obliged to refuse an 
easier examination than another because it was not con- 
ducted by Scotchmen. We have no such peculiar notions 
in England. If we had a Scotch examination recognised 
by the General Medical Council and by this body which 
we thought was easier than the one for which most of 
our students present themselves, we shouid not think we 
were doing anything wrong in encouraging the students 
to go in for that. So that the only grievance is that the 
Scotch colleges have not got an examination of the same 
grade as a second class College of Preceptors examina- 
tion conducted by Scotchmen. It is for the Council to 
decide whether they will gratify this desire on the part 
of the Scotch schools. I do not suppose it would be 
insuperable. If the Council decide that itis just that 
they should have an examination conducted exclusively 
by Scotchmen, it might be possible tu devise such a 
ee Having defined the extent of the grievance I 
should like now to consider the effect of the remedy. 


POSsessin 
Will § exceedingly bad memories. Professor 
ms has just given us to understand that the stu- 


Professor Dewar has not disguised the fact that to pass 
his motion would be to increase the severity of the 
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standard, not in England, but in England and in Scot- 
land. Professor Dewar has chosen to ignore the fact 
that the students in Scotland may at present, if they 
like, present themselves for the College of Preceptors 
examination, and that, as a matter of fact, many of 
them do. It is an entire illusion to imagine that all the 
Scotch students come here with certificates from the 
Educational Institute; quite a very considerable 
roportion of them come with second-class certificates 
from the College of Preceptors. If the experience 
of the past is any guide to the future, there can be 
no doubt whatever that to pass Professor Dewar’s 
motion would be to diminish the number of stu- 
dents at present entering by 50 or 60 percent. If you 
choose to rely upon Professor Dewar as a prophet, then 
you will probably believe that to raise the standard will 
actually encourage the students to come in. In this 
matter Professor Dewar appears to occupy a position of 
cheery optimism which is certainly not shared by any 
other teacher, and I venture to say is not justified by 
any experience of his own school. [I have on a former 
occasion given exact figures regarding the results of the 
examinations of students in London by the College of 
Preceptors. Ihave not the exact figures in my recollec- 
tion at the present time, but in round numbers they were 
that not more than 30 per cent. of the students present- 
ing themselves managed to get a second class certificate, 
and that if the students were bound to bring a first-class 
certiticate, then taking the past as a guide to the future 
—we should not get annually five students. Professor 
Dewar said that when we passed the present bye-law the 
ink was hardly dry before the General Medical Council 
altered their regulations, and he says that they have re- 
peatedly altered them since. Has he any assurance that 
they will not alterthem to-morrow? Are our students to 
be at the mercy of the General Medical Council in this 
matter? Or, what is far more serious than that, we 
have at present in the London Veterinary College (and I 
know that there are some in the Scctch Veterinary Col- 
leges) students that have joined with second class certi- 
ficates—are you going to pass Professor Dewar’s motion 
now, and disqualify the certificates of men who, on the 
strength of your er regulations, have come in with 
them as efficient? It is, 1 venture to say, a monstrous 
suggestion. When we raised the standard of our exam- 
ination before, we gave several years’ notice, and I ven- 
ture to think this Council will never do such an injus- 
tice as to raise the standard without giving notice. 1 
have not said anything about the effect of altering the 
standard on the ruling in the schools. A teacher came 
here before and told us that the existing standard had 
depreciated his income £1,000 a year. I do not think 
that isa relevant argument. The Council cannot con- 
sider what the condition of any of the schools is or may 
be ; but what this Council has to consider is the effect 
of any regulation with regard to general education— 
what the effect of that will be on the number of men 
entering the profession. We must not make our regula- 
tions so tight that the profession will not be adequately 
recruited. Noone would venture to say that the num- 
bers at present entering or passing threaten an over- 
crowding of the profession. oo as much in favour of 
high education as “gba and if we find in the course 
of a few years that the numbers entering the schools be- 
gin to approach say those that were common ten years 
ago, -* — be in favour of raising the standard 
ain. In e meanti i i 

madness, me I think it would be 
rot. WILLIAMS: May [ correct a slight mi - 
standing, sir? Professor M’Fadyean has 
College of Preceptors are willing to examine students 
in Scotland, but I had it from the Secretary of the Col- 

_ lege of Preceptors himself, that they would hold an ex- 
Fy won: be we would pay them a fee so as to guarantee 
they had a sufficiency to pay their representatives, 


| which would mean that each College would have to pay 
‘ three to five guineas for having an examination there, 
making our examinations more expensive. That would 
have to come out of the pockets of the teachers of the 
schools. 

Prof. M’FapyEAN : What is the special fee that they 
demand? It is I believe a fee of 30s. in addition to the 
fees of the students, and these are the terms upon which 
the examinations are conducted in London. The Secre- 
tary of the College of Preceptors assured me in writing, 
and I read it to the Council, that they would conduct 
branch examinations in Edinburgh and Glasgow on the 
same terms as in London. 

Prof. Wrtt1aMs: Three guineas was stated to me. 

Mr. Barrett: I must confess I am very loth indeed 
to support the motion which Professor Dewar has pro- 
posed, because I hold now, as I held some years ago, that 
at any rate the preliminary is quite difficult enough for 
the veterinary students to pass. I am surprised at the 
line of argument which has been taken by Mr. Dollar 
and Prof. M’Fadyean. They have come before us to-day 
and in a sense they have tried to frighten us because 
these examinations are already too severe. 

Prof. M’FapyEaNn : I rise to correct you. 

Mr. Barrett: You generally do. 

Prof. M’FapDYEAN : ft is a point of order. 
said that the examinations were too severe. _ 

Mr. Dottar: I make the same observation on my 

rt. 

“4 Barrett: These are the usual tactics when you 
get opposition. 

Mr. Dottar: I may return the compliment and say 
that such tactics are only to be expected, and are only 
brought forth by misrepresentation on the part of the 
speaker. 

Mr. Barrett: I am in the hands of the Chair. If! 
have said anything that is not quite courteous I apolo- 
gise. I think you will agree with me that I have not up 
to the present at any rate. 

Mr. Dottar: You made a mis-statement. 

Prof. M’FapyEan : I took it that the gentleman who 
was speaking was describing his own tactics and there- 
fore I did not feel injured. : 

Mr. Barrett : I decline to discuss this question under 
the circumstances. 

Mr. Stmpson:: I think there is one part of this ques 
tion that perhaps should be taken into consideration 
when members are called upon to vote one way 0 the 
other, and it is this, that we have it a very proud 
individually and from this College when making repre 
sentations to bodies where we desire to. have proper Ie 
cognition—I remember it perfectly well in connectiov 
with the Public Health of Scotland Bill—that it or 
stated very distinctly by Lord Balfour of Burleigh—tha 
the veterinary student so far as education was concern ; 
was on an equality with the medical. (Hear, _ 
That is one of the arguments that we have urged ove 
and over again, and I am bound to say that it has! ts 
a proud boast of mine, and I feel that I shall be a lit : 
humiliated if we still adhere to this second class divis? 
certificate, because it means farewell to all our —T 


I never 


as to our equality so far as education 1s nes Te 
can understand perfectly well that it might be 1 Dens? 
ble to alter this bye-law in exactly the way Prof. the 
has indicated, because if his motion terminated wit 
word “student” it would necessitate that we . “ 
however unable we might feel ourselves 1n the . $0; 
follow the medical profession, that we should nas 
but if he could see his way to the adoption of a mg the 
tion of mine it would probably require the consent dent” 
Council that he should adopt after the word “stud 
the words “ at this date” ; that at any rate fixes vessiod 
another great move is made by the medical * ro! 
in bringing a better class of students into r nl 
sion. I do not think it would do to let it go? 
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the reduction in the number of students would amount 
to 50 per cent. 

Prof. M’FADYEAN: What I said was, or what I think 
I said, was 50 per cent. or more. I said also that if the 
students had to bring a first class College of Preceptors 
certificate we should not get five students. 

Mr. Stmpson : Fifty per cent. 

Prof. M’FapyEaN : More than 50 per cent. 

Mr. Stmpson : I will let you off with that. 

Prof. M’FapygEaAn: I do not want to be let off; I 
would rather not. 

Mr. Simpson : At any rate [ will put it in this way, 
that Prof. M’Fadyean would look forward to a very 
large reduction in the number of students attending the 
College. I do not think that is an admission the veteri- 
nary —— ought to make, that so large a number 
would be frightened to face a second class tirst division 
because of the fear of rejection. I do not think it 
speaks well for the attempt on the part of the profession 
to raise the standard of the profession. I am personally 
very little interested in the matter, many of the gentle- 
men are seriously and honestly interested in the matter. 
For my own part it makes no difference to me, but I do 
say, bear in mind what we have laid before the public 
and public bodies when asking for proper recognition for 
our students, that they are as well educated as medical 
students. 

Mr. Barrett : I may say — 

Mr. Dottar: I rise to a point of order. Mr. Barrett 
has already spoken. 

Mr. Barrerr: My submission is that I am entitled to 
speak now inasmuch as I was interrupted before and I 
ought to have been protected at an earlier part of the 
proceedings. 

Mr. Dottar: [ submit that Mr. Barrett not only 
lost his right of further speech but that he himself stated 
that he would not further discuss the question. 

Mr. Barrett: I am not going to make this a personal 
matter. 

Mr. Srpson : I move that Mr. Barrett be heard. 

Mr. Fraser : I second that. 

Prof. Ep¢ar: I do not think that in such an import- 

ant matter as this discussion should be stifled. 

B he Presipent: I prefer you to go on, Mr. 
arrett, 

Page Barrett: It was not my intention to speak on 

. subject to-day, but I feel after having heard what 
- ave that at any rate 1am justified in expressing my 

lews. I trust I shall say nothing which can cast any 
reflection any member sitting round the 
prom, ut, on the other hand, I expect from them ‘the 

sr wd which is due from one gentleman to another. 
to this subject, I wish to argue on these 
ly wish to say now, as I was going to say a few 
ae ate Set I am not complaining of the line of 
adopted. 7 ich Mr Dollar and Prof. M’Fadyean have 
peleo thes eh hat I wished to do was to express my sur- 
examinati ey at this stage should argue against our 
following those of the General Medical 
that both say this because it is only a few years ago 
nt as these gentlemen were strenuously working 
that | a standard up to theirs. It is on that account 
Saent = the argument which has been placed be- 
ton 4 sh em to-day ought not to seriously affect us, 
lowed ort time ago they told us that unless we fol- 

“eo General Medical Council— 
order, essor M’Fapygan: I rise again to a point of 


Chat Barrert: I do ask for the protection of the 


P 
leech abd ADYEAN: I submit it is my right to be 
aM sure gE se an absolute misrepresentation and I 
thing [ said arrett does not wish to misrepresent any- 
out the state I defy anybody to quote anything to bear 
tement he has just made that I said I desired 


to follow the General Medical Council with regard to the » 
matter of general education, I never said so. 

Mr. Barrett: [ must claim your protection, sir, in 
this matter, because I am not quoting at all. 

The PrestpENt : I think you might withdraw. 

Mr. Barrett: I have nothing to withdraw. May I 
poh ae meeting that bye-law 52 which says “ As on July 
30t 

Mr. DottaR: There isa way for Mr. Barrett out of 
the difficulty, that is for him either to prove to the meet- 
ing that his statement is correct by producing where it 
exists or the book in which it occurs, or to withdraw it. 

Mr. Barrett: I have made a statement which I am 
going to substantiate if I may be permitted to speak. If 

am wrong I will withdraw. This bye-law was passed 
chiefly owing to the action which Professor M’Fadyean 
took at the date of the ing of it. Is that true or not ? 
Professor M’Fadyean has argued over and over again 
that he desired that the preliminary examination of the 
veterinary student should be precisely on an equality 
with that to which the medical student was subjected. 

Prof. M’FapyEAN : Thatis adifferent statement. You 
said that I expressed myself as desirous of following the 
education of the General Medical Council. 

Mr. Barrett : I am not going to withdraw it. 

The PRESIDENT: You had better withdraw it. 

Prof. M’FapYEAN: I submit it is a very important 
difference. He said that I expressed myself in favour of 
following the General Medical Council with regard to 
the matters of general education, and I deny that. I ex- 
pressed myself in favour of a particular standard adopted 
at a particular time, and I defy anybody to say that I 
have ever expressed myself in favour of following the 
General Medical Council. 

Mr. Barrett: Professor M’Fadyean has argued 
over and over again—it is not a personal matter—that 
he will expect the veterinary MW we iminary examination 
to equal that of the General Medical Council. 

Prof. M’FapyYEAn : | deny that again, I think I am 
entitled todemand evidence of that statement. I am 
personally in no doubt whatever that it is a most absolute 
misrepresentation—unconscious no doubt—but 1 think 
Mr. Barrett should not persist in it. 

The PresipEnTt : I think you ought to be able to sub- 
stantiate your statement, Mr. Barrett. 

Mr. Barrett: I did not anticipate that this special 
line was going to be taken by my friend there, who is 
always, if 1 may say so, anxious to interrupt ; therefore | 
I have not come prepared with the speeches which were 
delivered. 

The PrestpENT: You must not say that. 

_Mr. Barrerr: I have been interrupted a dozen 
times. 

The PrestpENT: You must not occupy too much of 
our time in arguing with another colleague. 

Mr. Barrett: [ am so constantly interrupted that | 
must do something to protect myself. 

The PresipENT: You see there is a difference of 
opinion between you and Professor M’Fadyean. Pro- 
fessor M’Fadyean denies that he made a statement which 
you say he did. 

Mr. Barrett: I have not said, with respectful sub- 
mission, that he made any particular statement, but I 
have asserted—and | assert it again—and if 1 am wron 
[am sorry but I donot think I am—that he has argu 
over and over again that the preliminary veterinary 
medical examination must be kept on a par with that of 
the General Medical Council. 

Prof. M’FapyEAN : I think that is an aggravation of 
the original offence. You now say that I argued it over 
and over again. I explicitly state that I never stated it 
once. I demand a withdrawal or proof. 

Mr. Barrett: It is not the first time you and I have 
differed as to statements or opinions. 

Prof. M’FapyvEan: I demand the protection of the 
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Chair. I demand that you shall withdraw or furnish 
evidence of it. 
The PrestpeNt: You ought to be able to produce 
some proof, Mr. Barrett. bis 
Mr. Barrett: I submit that the members sitting 
round the table know that this is the case. I have not 
the speeches here before me now. I did not anticipate 
that the point would arise. 5 
Prof. M’FapyEAN : You might accept my denial and 
bring it up again. 
The PRESIDENT : lt is impossible for us to listen to 
general remarks such as these. 
Mr. Barrett : General remarks are often made here 
which are loathsome. However, in order to produce 
ace and harmony, I will withdraw in order to get on. 
have not risen to-day necessarily with the view of sup- 
porting Professor Dewar because I can undertand that 
the motion which he has brought forward is a very im- 
portant one, and the time has not come when this Coun- 
cil can ordain a higher or a more severe examination for 
veterinary students, but it does seem to me that the time 
has come when we can consider the questions which I 
have no doubt have been ably put before us by Professor 
Dewar and which ina certain measure are substantiated 
by Professor McCall. I am not an advocate of the 
Scotch schools. I like my own school, where I was 
taught several years ago, better, but I do feel that when 
questions of education arise round this table that there 
is an antagonism existing between the schools which is 
tu be deplored, and one cannot but feel that in this case 
the education of the veterinary student is a secondary 
matter and that the one school is striving and struggling 
to outstrip the other, I say so because Professor Williams 
has risen and said that if this line were adupted, if this 
mode of examination were existing, this College would 
suffer or that College would suffer. I am struck with 
this important fact that the General Medical Council in 
their wisdom have said that the second division College 
of Preceptors examination is not severe but the altered 
Institute of Scotland examination is. That is a matter 
which very forcibly strikes me. I care not whether I amin 
the majority or in the minority here. I care not which 
school is affected by the education regulations, but what I 
docare foris that all the Collegesshould have a fair chance, 
a fair field, and a fair fight, and then let the best win. 
What are we to do with this subject? (Interruption). 
Is that courtesy Professor M’Fadyean? He is not the 
only gentleman who possesses brains in this room, I re- 
sent these discourteous interruptions. 
Dotiar: You asked the question what we were 
o do. 
Mr. Barrett: [ am going to discuss this matter 
think fit until the Chairman interrupts. I shall << 
his ruling but I submit it is not fair when I discuss this 
question sensibly, as I maintain I am, that I should be 
interrupted. I say a question of very great Importance 
has been thrust upon this Council and there is a tendency 
to waive it aside as though there were nothing of import- 
ance about it, but I am struck with this fact that the 
students who desire to enter the Scotch colleges have to 
submit to what they say is a higher examination than 
the second class College of Preceptors. Not only do the 
Scotch students say so but the General Medical Council 
has said so, and therefore it is the duty of this Council 
to consider the matter and, if possible, having regard to 
all the circumstances of the case, to pass sume order 
which will at any rate place the students ona condition 
of equality. I am going to deal with the point as to the 
College of Preceptors. Prof, M’Fadyean says the Scotch 
students can be examined in Scotland by a gentleman 
who will represent the College of Preceptors. There is 
no doubt about that, none at all. 1 submit that is not 
altogether a satisfactory examination. [f I had my will 
I would not havea preliminary edcat 


ion examinati 
in any of the schools at all ; I believe sometimes oe 


not the supervision there. I know when I was examined 
there that there was a very lax system prevailing and it 
was not at all impossible for a man to secure information 
from his neighbour and so pass the requisite standard. I 
am not saying that is so to-day, but I believe the system 
of the examination of students in the Colleges is a bad 
one and that this Council would act wisely in abolishing 
the scheme. But the Scotchmen say (and we are en- 
titled to have some regard to what they think) the Edu- 
cational Institute of Scotland is a Scotch examination, 
as the examination of the College of Preceptors is an 
English examination, and they say our men are trained 
by special teachers for that special examination and 
therefore their contention is, Why should we submit to 
another? There is a good dealin it. I hold no brief for 
the Scotch Colleges to-day. I like the one school as 
much as the other, but I like my own best, to be more 
correct. I do think we ought to consider the matter, be- 
cause there is a manifest falling off in the numberof 
students who are entering the schools. I do not think 
we are passing enough for the community generally and 
it is on that account chiefly that I shal! vote against Pro- 
fessor Dewar’s motion, but I think the teachers who 
come from Scotland would, if they were wise, present to 
us some motion which we could accept which would do 
justice to them and which would enable particular stu- 
dents to be examined at an examination in Scotland, 
which would satisfy them, and at any rate would give 
them an equality. Iam convinced there is something 
wrong with this Scotch examination. I am convin 
that the examination of the Educational Institute of 
Scotland is more severe than the second class College of 
Preceptors, and I cannot see any reason, having rega 
to all the circumstances of the case, why the Scotchmen 
should be compelled to submit their students to an 
English examination. Iam not going to advocate any 
measure which will lower the standard, and [ shall vote 
against any measure which will raise it. But let us be 
fair to the Scotchmen and if they can show us that their 
examination is stiffer than the other they ought to have 
an examination instituted which will meet with the r 
quirements of the case. I want to say on these occas 
ions, as I do on all, that I am sorry if I have misquote 
Professor M’Fadyean and Mr. Dollar. I did not do i 
intentionally. I hope I have not said anything offensive 
tothem. I did not intend to speak to-day, but I felt 
that there is a Scotch question, that there is 4 College 
question, and when the teachers of one are antagonisti¢ 
tu those of the other, [ think we, as representing the 
profession and not the schools should come here prepa 
to consider any sensible scheme which is brought before 
us. Ishall oppose Prof. Dewar’s motion but | shall ; 
pleased to consider any motion which I think wi 
equalise the examination. ' 
Prof. Epcar: It will be well for this 
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severity of the examination one whit. We conclude that 
the College of Preceptors and the Educational Institute 
in Scotland are the two examination certificates that a 
student can come with to enter our profession or the 
medical profession. Cast them both to the winds, and 
will any gentleman then contend for a moment that the 
preliminary junior education test of the great Univeri- 
ties is a test too high for men who aspire to be graduates 
of our profession ? For at the present time the admis- 
sion examination to Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, 
Durham, and I believe almost every University in this 
country will still qualify a young man to enter as a 
medical student. Yet we have had all this argument to- 
day as to the awful calamities which will come upon the 
profession if we throw overboard the College of Precep- 
tors. Anyone who has investigated the subject must 
know that the first-class College of Preceptors certifi- 
cate is more difficult to obtain, than a Junior Oxford or 
Cambridge Local. But we are told that a Scotch stu- 
dent cannot come right down South. You have great 
educaticn centres in the North of England if you choose 
to have the Oxford and Cambridge Local. The great 
centres in the North of England are fitted better than 
we are for these education tests if we choose to adopt 
them. It is fictitious to suppose that we are, by deleting 
these words, increasing the severity of the examination. 
Men can be students by passing either of these local ex- 
aminations which any London, Liverpool, or Manchester 
merchant will expect of his clerk who comes to him at 
16 or 163 years of age. (“ No, no.”) I have been accused 
of folly in this matter, sir. I ask you to look down the 
list in The Times of those who pass the Junior Oxford 
and Cambridge examinations, and see the number of 
children all round you who have been successful in them 
in every city and town. It would not be impossible for 
me to put my hands on plenty ot boys in England who 
are only going into simple careers in merchants’ offices, 
who can pass those examinations. And yet, forsooth ! 
ifaman goes into the veterinary profession he cannot 
pass that examination for entrance into it. We say it 
will cripple him for life to have to get an Oxford. or 
Cambridge Local Certificate, and that is what you are 
telling the public about veterinary surgeons. Yet we 
claim for them, when occasion arises, a position of equal 
dignity with the medical man, and we claim for them, 
— occasion arises, that they shall be regarded as 
nglish gentlemen, that they shall have titles corres- 
proding to English officers and English gentlemen, and 
‘ at they shall thereby have a portal to the Court and 
— Society. But when it comes to the simple test 
ot an educational standard, the veterinary surgeon, poor 
te Y, Must stand out in the cold. I say the men who are 
a the future veterinary surgeons are fools to 
- rol andicap their boys. We could not have had the 
vert question more ably put before us than has_been 
the calm lucid way by Professor Dewar. He has 
. with the subject «s clearly and as plainly as it can 
Thema; I want to look at another important question. 
city of wanrguments which have been adduced on the pau- 
sheketeh etinary students. I say that here again we are 
sented y on false lines, and I say it advisedly and with a 
the aa of what I saw—I have not lost my head about 
The paucity of veterinary students is 
nad ms alned by this matter of the preliminary educa- 
or the pe pe is It at all a large part of an explanation ; 
just th. aricultural colleges are suffering to-day under 
Societ Same paucity of students ; tthe Pharmaceutical 
ol = “ty Suffering far more than ourselves. Why, it 
students, Impossible to get qualified pharmaceutical 
earth of or a apprentice as achemist. There is a great 
Then go to the clerical profession— 
coming for they are lamenting that there are no men 
cutates ee for ordination, to take the place of 
amination. lies deeper than an entrance ex- 
100; it isnot that which frightens men. Ifa father 


has determined that his boy shall be a veterinary surgeon 
or a doctor, I do not think it is the entrance examination 
which will frighten him. What Prof. Dewar said was 
perfectly true, that if we put the necessity before the 
men they will rise to it. No, sir, the solution lies far- 
ther back. This is an age of the greatest prosperity the 
country has ever seen, and the veterinary profession, the 
church, the agricultural profession, and pharmacy do not 
offer remuneration for the outlay which trade does at the 
present moment. That is the solution of the whole 
thing. Wait until depression in trade comes, just wait 
long enough and you will find we shall have an influx of 
students > our doors presently, we shall not have to 
grieve over the few we have now. Let us think over it 
before we commit ourselves to a retrograde step which 
we shall for ever regret. Mr Mulvey said—and I am 
sorry to hear a man of his experience say it—“if you can 
prove to me that this raising of the standard will add one 
student to the numbers, I will vote for it.” Why, the 
man cannot look beyond his own nose! We have to 
legislate for the future, we have to think of those who 
are to come, and of the status of the profession and that 
which lies for our young men who are coming on, and 
not consider so much those who have, toa certain extent, 
gone onthe road. We have tv legislate as public men in 
a public capacity for those who are coming forward. 
Do not let us look at our own interests in this great 
matter. I hope, for the credit of the profession, that 
Professor Dewar’s motion will be adopted to-day.— 
(Cheers.) 

Professor Dewar: In making a few remarks in reply, 
I shall try to deal with the matter in as short a time as 

ossible. I would just like to remark in reply to Mr. 

ollar that he accuses the General Medical Council of 
altering the standard of examination, but he surely does 
not expect that the standard is going to remain in per- 
petuity. It does not require a year’s notice that this is 
going to be altered ; it only requires afew months. He 
referred to the pledges which were given to the profes- 
sion at the election which I referred to when I brought 
this matter before the Council. But the pledges were 
all in the opposite direction, there was not one word 
said at that meeting which broke up so hastily, as to 
1895, or the 30th June, 1896, being inserted at the end 
of that proposal. The discussion took place on Prof. 
Edgar’s motion, which is exactly as that bye-law would 
stand if these words were deleted. Sv these gentlemen 
— against their pledges by adding these words to this 

ye-law. 

Mr. Dottar: The pledges were not given at the 
moment when the resignations were made ; the pledges 
were given in the notices which the candidates issued, 
and the pledge given was to maintain the standard at the 
point at which it then was—neither to raise or lower it, 
but to maintain it at its then point. 

Professor M’FapyEAN: I desire to correct a misrepre- 
sentation with regard to myself also. I repeat I never 
gave any such pledge as Prof. Dewar has just alleged. 

Prof. Dewar: I accept Mr. Dollar’s explanation, not 
correction. It is, and must be, fresh in the minds of us 
all, that in connection with this special election that we 
are referring to, a sufficient amount of ink was used and 
distributed throughout the profession. I submit again 
that there was no word said till after the election about 
fixing a date when we were to adopt this standard of the 
General Medical Council until the meeting took place 
after the election. Prof. M’Fadyean, in his remarks said 
that the College of Preceptors were willing to conduct 
the examination in Scotland. I say that the Educational 
Institute 6f Scotland is ready to conduct an examination 
in England; or to conduct it on the standard of 1896. 
He also referred to the “abandoned grade” in speaking 
of the examination. Perhaps he did not mean anything 


by it, he may have used the word advertently. But the 
grade which has been abandoned by the Educational 
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Chair. Idemand that you shall withdraw or furnish 
evidence of it. 
The PrestpeNt: You ought to be able to produce 
some proof, Mr. Barrett. Te 
Mr. Barrett: I submit that the members sitting 
round the table know that this is the case. I have not 
the speeches here before me now. I did not anticipate 
that the point would arise. ; 
Prof. MF ADvEAN : You might accept my denial and 
bring it up again. 
The PRESIDENT : lt is impossible for us to listen to 
general remarks such as these. 
Mr. Barrett : General remarks are often made here 
which are loathsome. However, in order to produce 
ace and harmony, I will withdraw in order to get on. 
have not risen to-day necessarily with the view of sup- 
porting Professor Dewar because I can undertand that 
the motion which he has brought forward is a very im- 
portant one, and the time has not come when this Coun- 
cil can ordain a higher or a more severe examination for 
veterinary students, but it does seem to me that the time 
has come when we can consider the questions which I 
have no doubt have been ably put before us by Professor 
Dewar and which ina certain measure are substantiated 
by Professor McCall. I am not an advocate of the 
Scotch schools. I like my own school, where I was 
taught several years ago, better, but I do feel that when 
questions of education arise round this table that there 
is an antagonism existing between the schools which is 
tu be deplored, and one cannot but feel that in this case 
the education of the veterinary student is a secondary 
matter and that the one school is striving and struggling 
to outstrip the other, I say so because Professor Williams 
has risen and said that if this line were adupted, if this 
mode of examination were existing, this College would 
suffer or that College would suffer. I am struck with 
this important fact that the General Medical Council in 
their wisdom have said that the second division College 
of Preceptors examination is not severe but the altered 
Institute of Scotland examination is. That is a matter 
which very forcibly strikes me. I care not whether I amin 
the majority or in the minority here. I care not which 
school is affected by the education regulations, but what I 
docare foris that all the Collegesshould have a fair chance, 
a fair field, and a fair fight, and then let the best win. 
What are we todo with this subject? (Interruption). 
Is that courtesy Professor M’Fadyean? He is not the 
only gentleman who possesses brains in this room, I re- 
sent these discourteous interruptions. 
You asked the question what we were 
o do. 
Mr. Barrett: I am going to discuss this matt 
think fit until the I shall 
his ruling but I submit it is not fair when I discuss this 
question sensibly, as I maintain I am, that I should be 
interrupted. I say a question of very great importance 
has been thrust upon this Council and there is a tendency 
to waive it aside as though there were nothing of import- 
ance about it, but I am struck with this fact that the 
students who desire to enter the Scotch colleges have to 
submit to what they say is a higher examination than 
the second class College of Preceptors. Not only do the 
Scotch students say so but the General Medical Council 
has said so, and therefore it is the duty of this Council 
to consider the matter and, if possible, having regard to 
all the circumstances of the case, to pass some order 
which will at any rate place the students ona condition 
of equality. I am going to deal with the point us to the 
College of Preceptors. Prof, M’Fadyean says the Scotch 
students can be examined in Scotland by a gentleman 
who will represent the College of Preceptors. There is 
no doubt about that, none at all. 1 submit that is not 
altogether a satisfactory examination. [f I had my will 
IT would not havea preliminary educatio dit 
in any of the schools at all ; I beli iat 
; leve sometimes there is 


not the supervision there. I know when I was examined 
there that there was a very lax system prevailing and it 
was not at all impossible for a man to secure information 
from his neighbour and so pass the requisite standard. | 
am not saying that is so to-day, but I believe the system 
of the examination of students in the Colleges is a bad 
one and that this Council would act wisely in abolishing 
the scheme. But the Scotchmen say (and we are en- 
titled to have some regard to what they think) the Edu- 
catioaal Institute of Scotland is a Scotch examination, 
as the examination of the College of Preceptors is an 
English examination, and they say our men are trained 
by special teachers for that special examination and 
therefore their contention is, Why should we submit to 
another? There is a good dealin it. I hold no brief for 
the Scotch Colleges to-day. I like the one school as 
much as the other, but I like my own best, to be more 
correct. I do think we ought to consider the matter, be- 
cause there is a manifest falling off in the numberof 
students who are entering the schools. I do not think 
we are passing enough for the community generally and 
it is on that account chiefly that I shal! vote against Pro- 
fessor Dewar’s motion, but I think the teachers who 
come from Scotland would, if they were wise, present to 
us some motion which we could accept which would do 
justice to them and which would enable particular stu- 
dents to be examined at an examination in Scotland, 
which would satisfy them, and at any rate would give 
them an equality. Iam convinced there is something 
wrong with this Scotch examination. I am convinced 
that the examination of the Educational Institute of 
Scotland is more severe than the second class College of 
Preceptors, and I cannot see any reason, having rega 
to all the circumstances of the case, why the Scotchmen 
should be compelled to submit their students to a0 
English examination. Iam not going to advocate any 
measure which will lower the standard, and I shall vote 
against any measure which will raise it. But let us be 
fair to the Scotchmen and if they can show us that their 
examination is stiffer than the other they ought to have 
an examination instituted which will meet with the 
quirements of the case. I want to say on these occas 
ions, as I do on all, that I am sorry if I have misquote 
Professor M’Fadyean and Mr. Dollar. I did not do It 
intentionally. I hope I have not said anything offensive 
tothem. I did not intend to speak to-day, but I felt 
that there is a Scotch question, that there 1s 4 College 
question, and when the teachers of one are antagonistic 
tu those of the other, [ think we, as representing the 
profession and not the schools should come here prepa 

to consider any sensible scheme which is brought be = 
us. Ishall oppose Prof. Dewar’s motion but | shall | 
pleased to consider any motion which I think w! 
equalise the examination. , 

Prof. Epcar: It will be well for this Council to te 
member that this discussion will be reviewed yi A 
interested minds, without the prejudices which * 
been imported into the discussion to-day. We are be - 
the public in this matter, and it behoves us to act a et 
were advised in that letter put before the Council eat o 
in the day, to act in an unbiassed way. os Oe 
felt sore at not having done so in the past. hibdy 
narrow the discussion into focus you find it bas ¢ “4 
drifted into a sentimental argument in favour of pare 
examination certificates and the position 0! ), 
schools. I should like to say, first of all, that #1, 
governing body of the profession our first duty 18 ; 
public. (Hear, hear). Secondly, to, the Pp to 
thirdly to the aspirants to the profession ; four into 
the schools. Now, the schools have been exalte to the 
the first place, and we have been asked to ook Finish 
question of what they will do if the students a m 
in number by such a severe test as we Pro Professor 
before them. I say the proposed alteration DY rease the 
Dewar to delete those words does not 10¢ 
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severity of the examination one whit. We conclude that 
the College of Preceptors and the Educational Institute 
in Scotland are the two examination certificates that a 
student can come with to enter our profession or the 
medical profession. Cast them both to the winds, and 
will any gentleman then contend for a moment that the 
preliminary junior education test of the great Univeri- 
ties is a test too high for men who aspire to be graduates 
of our profession? For at the present time the admis- 
sion examination to Oxford, Cambridge, Edinburgh, 
Durham, and I believe almost every University in this 
country will still qualify a young man to enter as a 
medical student. Yet we have had all this argument to- 
day as to the awful calamities which will come upon the 
profession if we throw overboard the College of Precep- 
tors. Anyone who has investigated the subject must 
know that the first-class College of Preceptors certifi- 
cate is more difficult to obtain. than a Junior Oxford or 
Cambridge Local. But we are told that a Scotch stu- 
dent cannot come right down South. You have great 
educaticn centres in the North of England if you choose 
to have the Oxford and Cambridge Local. The great 
centres in the North of England are fitted better than 
we are for these education tests if we choose to adopt 
them. It is fictitious to suppose that we are, by deleting 
these words, increasing the severity of the examination. 
Men can be students by passing either of these local ex- 
aminations which any London, Liverpool, or Manchester 
merchant will expect of his clerk who comes to him at 
16 or 163 years of age. (“ No, no.”) I have been accused 
of folly in this matter, sir. I ask you to look down the 
list in The Times of those who pass the Junior Oxford 
and Cambridge examinations, and see the number of 
children all round you who have been successful in them 
in every city and town. It would not be impossible for 
me to put my hands on plenty of boys in England who 
are only going into simple careers in merchants’ offices, 
who can pass those examinations. And yet, forsooth ! 
ifaman goes into the veterinary profession he cannot 
pass that examination for entrance into it. We say it 
will cripple him for life to have to get an Oxford. or 
‘Cambridge Local Certificate, and that is what you are 
telling the public about veterinary surgeons. Yet we 
om for them, when occasion arises, a position of equal 
ignity with the medical man, and we claim for them, 
when occasion arises, that they shall be regarded as 
nglish gentlemen, that they shall have titles corres- 
peding to English officers and English gentlemen, and 
es they shall thereby have a portal to the Court and 
pe Society. But when it comes to the simple test 
~! an educational standard, the veterinary surgeon, poor 
stand outin the cold. I say the men who are 
thus 3 a future veterinary surgeons are fools to 
hh oe their boys. We could not have had the 
ps © question more ably put before us than has_been 
ea cake calm lucid way by Professor Dewar. He has 
. ith the subject 4s clearly and as plainly as it can 
before 3 he ow I want to look at another important question. 
tas we . © Main arguments which have been adduced on the pau- 
I say that here again we are 


ishing 
ation, 
3 is an 
rained 
and 
nit to 
ief for 
ool as 
more 
er, be- 
ber of 
think 
ly and 
st Pro- 
s who 
ent to 
Id do 
ir stu- 
ytland, 
d give: 
ething 
vinced 
ute of 
lege of 
regard 
chmen 
to an 


onistic 
ag the 

before 
nal be 
k will 


by dis" 


earliet Veterinary students. 
e of US aes aly on false lines, and I say it advisedly and with a 
If you the wea ge of what I saw—I have not lost my head about 
ebielly not ake atall. The paucity of veterinary students is 
tion ma ined by this matter of the preliminary educa- 
or the pee is It at all a large part of an explanation ; 
just the —— tural colleges are suffering to-day under 
Society paucity of students ; Pharmaceutical 
"ape eetg Suffering far more than ourselves. Why, it 
students get qualified pharmaceutical 
dearth of apprentice as a chemist. There is a great 
® church ae Then go to the clerical profession— 
coming for ey are lamenting that there are no men 
orward for ordination, to take the place of 


has determined that his boy shall be a veterinary surgeon 
or a doctor, I do not think it is the entrance examination 
which will frighten him. What Prof. Dewar said was 
perfectly true, that if we put the necessity before the 
men they will rise to it. No, sir, the solution lies far- 
ther back. This is an age of the greatest prosperity the 
country has ever seen, and the veterinary profession, the 
church, the agricultural profession, and pharmacy do not 
offer remuneration for the outlay which trade does at the 
present moment. That is the solution of the whole 
thing. Wait until depression in trade comes, just wait 
long a and you will find we shall have an influx of 
students to our doors presently, we shall not have to 
grieve over the few we have now. Let us think over it 
before we commit ourselves to a retrograde step which 
we shall for ever regret. Mr Mulvey said—and I am 
sorry to hear a man of his experience say it—“if you can 
prove to me that this raising of the standard will add one 
student to the numbers, I will vote for it.” Why, the 
man cannot look beyond his own nose! We have to 
legislate for the future, we have to think of those who 
are to come, and of the status of the profession and that 
which lies for our young men who are coming on, and 
not consider so much those who have, toa certain extent, 
gone onthe road. We have tw legislate as public men in 
a public capacity for those who are coming forward. 
Do not let us look at our own interests in this great 
matter. I hope, for the credit of the profession, that 
Professor Dewar’s motion will be adopted to-day.— 
(Cheers.) 

Professor Dewar: In making a few remarks in reply, 
I shall try to deal with the matter in as short a time as 

ossible. I would just like to remark in reply to Mr. 

ollar that he accuses the General Medical Council of 
altering the standard of examination, but he surely does 
not expect that the standard is going to remain in per- 
petuity. It does not require a year’s notice that this is 
going to be altered ; it only requires afew months. He 
referred to the pledges which were given to the profes- 
sion at the election which I referred to when I brought 
this matter before the Council. But the pledges were 
all in the opposite direction, there was not one word 
said at that meeting which broke up so hastily, as to 
1895, or the 30th June, 1896, being inserted at the end 
of that proposal. The discussion took place on Prof. 
Edgar’s motion, which is exactly as that bye-law would 
stand if these words were deleted. Sv these gentlemen 
ens against their pledges by adding these words to this 
ye-law. 
Mr. Dottar: The pledges were not given at the 
moment when the resignations were made ; the pledges 
were given in the notices which the candidates issued, 
and the pledge given was to maintain the standard at the 
point at which it then was—neither to raise or lower it, 
but to maintain it at its then point. 
Professor M’FapyeaNn: I desire to correct a misrepre- 
sentation with regard to myself also. I repeat I never 
gave any such pledge as Prof. Dewar has just alleged. 
Prof. Dewar : I accept Mr. Dollar’s explanation, not 
correction. It is, and must be, fresh in the minds of us 
all, that in connection with this special election that we 
are referring to, a sufficient amount of ink was used and 
distributed throughout the profession. I submit again 
that there was no word said till after the election about 
fixing a date when we were to adopt this standard of the 
General Medical Council until the meeting took place 
after the election. Prof. M’Fadyean, in his remarks said 
that the College of Preceptors were willing to conduct 
the examination in Scotland. I say that the Educational 
Institute of Scotland is ready to conduct an examination 
in England, or to conduct it on the standard of 1896. 
He also referred to the “abandoned grade” in speaking 
of the examination. Perhaps he did not mean anything 
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by it, he may have used the word gaye But the 
grade which has been abandoned by the Educational 
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Institute of Scotland is the one which is still bein 
adopted by the College of Preceptors 2nd class 2n 
division examination. He also says that we wish an 
examination conducted exclusively by Scotchmen. We 
do not want anything of the kind. (A voice: “ You 
said so.”) I simply wanted a Scotch examination which 
is a different matter. We have Englishmen in Scotland 
—perhaps not so many as there are Scotchmen in Eng- 
land—(laughter), but what we want is an examination 
which is recognised as being by a Scotch educational 
body. And, more than that, there are these papers 
which are set by this Scotch Educational Department, 
but are not always corrected by Scotchmen, they may 
be sent to educational experts in England or in Ireland. 
It is an examination conducted by an educational body. 
Mr. Barrett in his remarks stated his willingness to con- 
sider any proposal likely to promote equality. I have 
brought many proposals befcre this Council to endeavour 
to obtain what I consider redress for this grievance. 
The first was as long ago as the 4th October, 1898, when 
Tasked this Council to accept the examination of the 
Educational Institute of Scotland held on the same 
standard as in 1896, as the College of Preceptors is to- 
day. They were quite willing to submit the questions 
and answers to any educational expert that this Council 
nominated. That was denied by the Council. I then, 
on the 17th July, 1899, asked this Council to accept an 
examination which was equivalent to this. That also 
was refused, and now I am told by members around this 
table that if I would ask for these things they would 
ene us. But when the time comes we are always 
left in the lurch. It has been said by members over and 
over again that there are plenty of examinations, and it 
was said by Mr. Dollar again to-day. But what we de- 
mand, and what I have right todemand, Mr. Chairman 
—I am nothing if not a Scotchman and a _ patriotic 
Scotchman, I could not divest myself of it if I would, 
and I would not if I could—I am asking no favour of 
this Council, I demand it as a right, that we have an 
examination for our students in Scotland by a Scotch 
Educational body. 

The resolution was then put to the vote, nine voting 

for it and nine against. A second show of hands was 
taken with the same result. 
_ Prof. M’Fapygan: I do not know whether I shall be 
in order, before the matter is further decided, in asking a 
question with regard to the effect of passing this. I de- 
sire to ask whether the effect of it will be to disqualify 
students who are now in the veterinary colleges on the 
basis of the second class certificates of the College of 
Preceptors ? 

Mr. Fraser: Surely Prof. M’Fadyean does not sug- 
gest that it is retrospective. 

Prof. M’Fapyean: Will it not accept a certificate pre- 
sented to-morrow ? 

Mr. THatcHER (Solicitor) : I think that would be the 
effect of it, because it is from the date of production of 
the certificate. 

Professor M’FADYEAN : 
duced. 

_ Mr. Tuatcuer : Only the first professional examina- 
tion is entered for. If yousimply struck out.these words 
that would be the date which would govern it. ; 

Prof. Epcar : Is this discussion before the Chairman 
has given his decision, legitimate? It is calculated to 
influence the decision. 

: I feel 
voteat all. It seems to me that coming in 
speedily as he suggests, that is to say in Resales rg 
it is too serious a matter to be entirely dependent upon 
the vote of one man, and under the present pet ne 
—_ I hope you will allow me to decline to vote 

Prof. Dewar: I ask that the names be i 
There are 19 gentlemen in the room, but only 18 voted. 


The certificates are not pro- 


disinclined to give any 


A show of hands was again called for, and the voting 
was found to be as follows : For, Prof. Dewar, Mr. Simp- 
son, Prof. James McCall, Prof. McIntosh McCall, Prof. 
W. O. Williams, Mr. Carter, Mr. Fraser, Prof. Edgar, Mr. 
Byrne (9). 

Against: Mr. Mason, Mr. Lawson, Mr. Dollar, Prof. 
M’Fadyean, Mr. Villar, Mr. Hartley, Mr. Trigger, Mr. 
Mulvey, Mr. Barrett (9). 

Mr. Asson did not vote. 


Pror. McIntoso McCatt’s Morton. 


Professor McIntrosH McCatz : It is most unfortunate 
that the last vote taken was not decisive one way or the 
other, because it has a certain amount of bearing on the 
motion which I am bringing before you now. Had the 
motion been negatived, then I consider that the only 
reparation which the Council could make in order to be 
fair and honest between school and school would be to 
vote for the motion which I am bringing before you. But 
since it has been neither plincscn | nor affirmed I am 
in a position like that of the man who was standing be- 
tween two stools. At the same time I will bring before 
you this motion which stands in my name, so that we 
may try and arrive at what may be called the minor 
solution of the difficulty. The motion which I have to 
bring before you is “ That the Council of the Royal Col- 
lege of Veterinary Surgeons make arrangements to con- 
duct a special preliminary educational examination for 
veterinary students.” If anything could make such an 
examination necessary, it is the divided vote that has 
been given to-day. In order to justify my action in 
bringing this before you, I propose to consider the ques: 
tion, very shortly, under three heads. The first heading 
which I wish to bring before your notice is, that the 
Royal College be asked to conduct an examination for 
themselves. Why should that be necessary? Because 
at the present time there is a disparity in the prelimi 
ary examinations as held in Scotland and as held in 
England. The next heading is that the Royal College 
appoint examiners to conduct the examination. Why 
should they appoint examiners for themselves? What 
is the advantage of them? My idea is if they appoit 
examiners for themselves we will then have the same 
men examining the papers from all the various institutes, 
and in that way will arrive at what may be considered 4 
righteous judgment. But if I left out the third heading 
which I have to bring before you, I am sure Prof. Edgar 
would at once be on my toes. The third heading is, that 
this proposed preliminary examination conform to bye- 
law 52, that is to say that the appointed examiners set 2 
examination which will conform to bye-law 52 in ou 
Register. If that is so then it at once closes the door to any 
member of the profession or any member of this Coun¢ 
saying that we wish to lower the standard of examination. 
How is this scheme to be worked out so as to prevent t ‘ 
Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons losing money 11 
nection with it? I have had a chat with Professor Wil 
liams in connection with this affair, and he has ver, 
kindly given me some very useful information, whic 


will now lay before you, and which I think would enable 
nnection w! 


uld be to ap 


examine all the English papers, which i 
phy, history, etc., one man to examine in ™ 
(Algebra and Euclid), a fourth man to examine h 
set on the dead languages. That means 
These men would, of course, require fees, 20 i 
stand, in a proportion something like this : three as 
cot examination at which they 
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Then where are the examinations to be held, and how 
could they be worked out? I should suggest that a 
centre of examination be held in Glasgow, and in Edin- 
burgh, one in London, and one in Dublin, to conduct this 
examination. The Council would require to appoint a 
delegate, who would probably consist of a schoolmaster 
or some other authority who would be able to watch 
what the students were doing while the examination was 
in progress. These delegates usually cost one guinea a 
day each. The examination would last two days, there- 
fore it would mean that for each examination held there 
would be a cost of eight guineas for delegates atttending 
examinations. This means twelve guineas to the exami- 
ners, eight guineas to the delegates, plus 1s. or ls. 6d. 
foreach paper examined. The examinations would be 
held twice a year—-in September and in March—upon 
the same day and the same hour, and the same papers 
set at all the various institutions. ‘That would do away 
with this continual cry of disparity and any trouble in 
that way. Then the appointment of examiners is a 
point to which I almost failed to draw your attention. 
It would be conducted this way. Each College would 
nominate one examiner, the London College would 
nominate an examiner in one of the four subjects men- 
tioned, Glasgow and Edinburgh would each have the 
nomination ofone man. (A Voice: “ And Dublin.”) No 
Dublin is not affiliated yet. (“ Yes.”) When Dublin be- 
comes one of the recognised bodies. (“It has been re- 
cognised.”) However, it does not matter, they can very 
likely arrange that one man shall represent Dublin, as 
long as you get the four men. That is the idea I have 
to bring before you. The total cost of all this would 
come to twelve guineas once every six months for the 
examination, the pay, the examiners and so on. That 
means 24 guineas per annum. In addition there is eight 
guineas each examination for delegates, which is 16 
guineas. That makes a total cost of 40 guineas. Over 
and above that there is 1s. or 1s. 6d. fee for examining 
each paper. Allow £7 or £8 for incidental expenses, 
stationery, and so on and the total comes to £50 or there- 
abouts, Tf the students pay a preliminary fee of one 
guinea each, surely at the tive colleges we shall be able to 
produce more than 50 students in the year. If that is 
done the Royal College will havea financial profit as well, 
and will still maintain the standard which is fixed in 
your own bye-laws. 
Professor WILLIAMs : I beg to second the proposition. 
May state that it would not be a difficult matter for 
this Council to easily obtain the services of four eminent 
scholars to conduct the preliminary examination for the 
fees mentioned, on such a standard as we are pleased to 
dictate to them. We might say to them “ The standard 
this year is to be on the second class first division of the 
ollege of Preceptors.” Next year, if we thought there 
might be an advance, we might say “It is to be on the 
Standard of the first class of the College of Preceptors,” 
a So on, without having to follow exactly the altera- 
the examinations of the medical students. 
é ~ essor M’Fapyean: I never heard a more extra- 
oa ary proposal than the one we have just listened to ; 
= will point out the extraordinary inconsistency o 
mi by these gentlemen. Mr. McCall tells us that he 
eas irect this remarkably constituted Board to adopt 
Its stand that of the second class. 
McCat: No, bye-law 52. 
mee = M FapyEaN: In Committee meeting you 
ssed yourself in favour of directing the Board to 
conform to the standard of th ; re t 
get a second clase Coll e examination necessary to 
any rate. there of Preceptors certificate. At 
‘s no doubt that Professor Williams has 
thisnewln that wonld be the direction given to 
sistency y-constituted Board. Now, witness the incon- 
of these gentlemen. Talk about ink getting 
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which would have rejected the examination necessary to 
obtain a second class certificate, and, according to their 
way of thinking, have imposed upon them an examina- 
tion which is considerably higher, and upon us in Lon- 
don an examination which is considerably higher. I 
think Professor McCall owes it to this Council to ex- 
plain that extraordinary inconsistency. It is impossible 
to have them blowing hot and cold. Why do they, at 
5.30, want the examination more difficult and at 6 o’clock 
less difficult ? 

Professor WiLt1AMs: I am being misrepresented. [ 
said it wag the option of the Council to say at what 
standard it was to be fixed. 

Professor M’FaDYEAN : Certainly, I know the Council 
is all-powerful; but at the same time you distinctly 
indicated at the outset the standard to be adopted ; 
that it would probably be that of the second division. 

Professor Witt1ams: No. I said it was the option of 
the Council to fix it, if they cared to do so. 

Professor M’FapyEAN: There is no doubt that in the 
Committee last night it was informally agreed that the 
standard to be recommended was that of the second class 
certificate. I am not at all events misrepresenting any- 
thing that happened there. That still leaves an incon- 
sistency to be explained ; that last night certain gentle- 
men who voted in favour of Professor Dewar’s motion, 
to-day were in favour of setting up a new examination 
of the standard of an existing examination which they 
declared to be too low. As a teacher I repudiate any 
desire to have any hand in constituting a Board to 
examine in general education. I have no such desire; I 
object to it. In the discussion on the previous motion Mr. 
Barrett made use of language which I think almost sug- 
gested that there was room for suspicion that the branc 
examination conducted by the Ccllege of Preceptors at 
the Royal Veterinary College was probably in need of 
better supervision. (Hear, hear). Now, I take this 
opportunity to state—and I think Mr. Barrett knew it— 
that the branch examination to which he refers is abso- 
lutely under the supervision of the College of Preceptors, 
that itis in no respect different from any other exami- 
nation. It is no more a branch examination than any 
other examination that they hold; I have never been in 
the room when it was held, and I know nothing what- 
ever about it ; and I distinctly affirm that if there is 
any laxity in the supervision, it is a matter that is 
chargeable solely to the body conducting the exami- 
nation. 

Mr. Barrett : [| never referred to anybody. 

Professor M’FapyEAN: Then your remark had no 
force in it ; it applies to every other examination con- 
ducted. You might have suggested that the examina- 
tions for the Junior certificates of the Oxford and Cam- 
bridge are in need of better supervision ; but I daresa 
it is true of any. But, stated in the connection in whic 
it was, it would have rather led one to suppose that the 
authorities at the-Royal Veterinary College had some 
control over the examination. (“ No, no.”) At any rate 
there is no doubt that this motion seeks to give the 
schools a measure of control over the examinations. I 


f | say I think it argues a degree of courage that almost 


amounts to hardihood to find a teacher come here 
and make any such proposal. This Council will never 
allow the schools to control the examination in general 
education. 

Professor McI. McCati: I said the schools should 
nominate—at least that was my intention—the men who 
were likely to be appointed. ’ 
Professor M’FapyEAN : Very well, I will put it that 
way. The schools ought not to nominate gentlemen in 
anything, and asa teacher I repudiate any desire to possess 
any such power. But I do not see in the least what 
the necessity is for passing this oe new bye-law 
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to accept a branch examination from the College of 
Preceptors. But I understand from Professor Dewar 
that he rather retires from that position now ; that he 
does not care very much whether they are English, 
Scotch, or Lrish. tt you are going to have the examina- 
tion on the grade of a second class College of Preceptors 
certificate, why on earth don’t you take the examination 
itself? That is what I do not understand, I can quite 
understand a desire on the part of some of those who are 
connected with schools to have this examination if it is 
to be a little bit easier than the existing examination for 
the second class certificate ; but of course it would be 
fatal to the demand to admit that there is any hope of 
that sort. We must all say, whatever we think, that our 
desire will be to have this examination on absolutely the 
same grade as the existing examination. Then where 
dues the difficulty come in? Let us stick to the grade 
we have got. I have said that I am absolutely opposed to 
the raising of the standard, and I am opposed to the 
lowering of it. At the present moment what we ought 
to do is to keep the standard we have got. It is an abso- | 
lute misrepresentation of the circumstances to represent 
that there is any examination open to students in 
England which is not open to students in Scotland. 
There is no need to institute a new examination, and I 
think some very much stronger reasons than any that 
have been yet adduced will have to be made here before 
the Council agrees to set up a new examination of its 
own. 

Mr. Barrett: I only desire to say that I feel myself 
unable to support this scheme, and I agree with the 
remarks that have fallen from Professor M’Fadyean. 
With regard to what I said concerning the examinations 
being held at Camden Town, I do not suggest that Pro- 
fessor M’Fadyean was in the room, or had anything to do 
with that, but I have been tuld that there may be a 
certain laxity there, for which of course the College of 
Preceptors is entirely responsible, and is in no way 
associated with the teachers of the various schools. I 
think no scheme of this kind can be accepted by us, and 
lam opposed to examinations being held at the schools 
at all, and also to the schools nominating examiners. 
The remarks which have fallen from Professor M’Fad- 
yean are altogether convincing, because if there is an ex- 
amination more suitable than this, why not take advan- 
tage of it. Scotchmen say that the College of Precep- 
tors is - _— examintion and we want a Scotch 
examination, and it seems we might have esca 
difficulty if the Educational Tnstitute of rl, goto 
prepared to institute an examination similar to that 
which prevailed on the 30th June, 1896. I think they 
declined to do that some time ago. Unless that can be 
arranged I must oppose any scheme which places the 

reliminary examination in the hands either of the 
or schools themselves. 
r. VILLAR: I came here strongly inclined to 
Prof. McCall’s motion, but as the 
makes, that the schools appoint examiners, will give rise 
to an dissentions amongst us, I could not sup- 
port it. 

Prof. McI. McCat: The motion before you is not the 
suggestion which I have made at all, the suggestion was 
simply put forward asa possible scheme for the solution 

of the difficulty. The proposal before you now is, that 
the Council of the Royal College of Veterinary Surgeons 
hold an examination for themselves, and that the exami- 
nation be in accordance with bye-law 52. The sugges- 
tions were neither here nor there. I was asked for the 
first time last night, if I had anything in the way of a 
scheme to bring before you. What I have said was 
brought before you as a possible solution, but I do not 
want the scheme to bias you in any way. If you pass 
the motion it will be for the Council to arrange whatever 
scheme they oe and I do not see why any member 
of the Council should be asked to bring forward a scheme 


Council when they feel inclined to hear it. 


which is applicable to the whole Council. I only snggest 
a scheme which should be approved by you all I 
should be glad to hear from the Council a scheme which 
will work better, and will enable us to have an examina- 
tion which will be applicable all round in accordance 
with bye-law 52. Prof. M’Fadyean asks why you ask 
for an examination higher at one time and lower at 
another. The explanation is easy. I want an equitable 
examination ; it does not matter whether it is high or low 
so long as it is not lower than our standard on the Regis- 
ter. Our men are sitting under one which is higher, and 
if the Scotchmen are going to do it, why should not the 
English students do the same? On the other hand, the 
proposal by Prof. Dewar was not accepted, it was neither 
accepted nor rejected, as you know, nine voted on either 
side, and the Chairman refused his casting vote. If you 
cannot get equity in one way, bring forward another 
proposal which will give us equity, and which at the 
same time will be according to our bye-laws. That is 
why I have brought the proposition before you, and that 
is why I have much pleasure in putting it before the 


Professor JAMES McCat : I thought I gathered from 
what has been said that you are willing to accept a 
certificate granted by the Educational Institute on the 
lines that entitled the holder to be registered as a medi- 
cal student from June 30th, 1896. Is that the case! 
Are you prepared, gentlemen, to accept a certificate from 
the Educational Institute granted and running upon the 
same lines as entitled the holder to be registered asa 
medical student in June, 1896? (“Certainly.”) It must 
be a certiticate that entitles the student either to go into 
the Veterinary College or the medical classes. If you 
accept a certificate on the same grounds as it was in 1896 
there is no necessity to do anything. 

Mr. Mutvey: We have no power to refuse it. 

The PresipENT : I think the difficulty is that they re 
fuse to give the certificate. : 

Prof. James McCatt: They will give it if you will 
accept it, but the Universities will not take this certifi- 
cate and allow a student to go into the medical classes. 
If you will accept a certificate upon the same condi- 
tions as existed on the 30th June, 1896, we are out of the 
difficulty. 

Prof. Epcar : This puts that Institution into a most 
awkward position. hey no longer possess such a0 
examination. I[t is a certificate of a publicly recognise 
standard, on which they pass medical students 10, and if 
they instituted a lower standard now especially for the 
benefit of the veterinary student it will not be the pre 
liminary examination atall. They. have no such examl: 
nations In existence now. 

Mr. Simpson : I understand Prof. Dewar to say. that 
the Institute of Scotland will not give that certificate 
now, they will not hold that examination. __. 

Professor EpGar : They have no such examination. 

Prof. James McCati: They will hold that examin® 
tion and will grant the certificate if you will accept en" 

Mr. THATCHER (Solicitor): The difficulty is that the 
words in the schedule are “Educational Institute 
Scotland Preliminary Medical Examination.” So you* 
fixed to the medical examination. ‘ od of 

Prof. M’Fapyean : It would be a possible meth 
giving effect to Prof. McCall’s motion if it were = 
This Council might give effect to it by asking the E is 
tional Institute of Scotland to conduct an examine 
on the former lines, and of course there woul be no say 
unfair in that. And perhaps you will allow me to 
that while I have stated what appeared to me ep A 
jections against the proposal, allow me to Say." 
London we have no objections to an examination nge 
ducted by Scotchmen, and that if the Council will rar 
with the Educational Institute to hold an 
on any grade whatever, and hold it in London igo | 
that they hold it in Edinburgh or Glasgow, 


act 
BY 
it. 
elit 
tha 
if 
] 
bin 
eve 
hac 
: imé 
hin 
nov 
div. 
und 
exp 
P 
that 
Bir 
the 
as a 
lutic 
laws 
Tl 
noti 
ana 
org 
Pr 
TI 
Ben 
and 
me dens 
tion, 
we 0) 
bya 
supp 
only: 
being 
exam 
make 
me of 
Stude 
by us 
to acc 
Mr. 
(1S pas 
| me to fix 
@6«Mr. 
Preser 
Was h 
Counc 
me that | 
Mr. 
hot w 
Mr. 
Words 
fix one 
Mr. 
‘ bye-la 
Dtit] i, 


p Culy to show the intensity with which I feel that we are 


: ‘tudents on the grade or standard that was adopted 


; Con held on the 30th June, 1896, would enable us, as a 
ae th accept It without committing any breach of 
at bye-law. 


°X2Mination in f 


i bye dam : The point, I think, is this; that the 
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accept itas a solution of the difficulty. Prof. Dewar said 
he knew the Educational Institute of Scotland will do 
it. That is a very important point, and I should like to 
elicit from him whether he has a statement that commits 
that Institute to hold branch examinations in London. 
If’so, I have no objections to this scheme. 

Prof Dewar: 1 would say in reply to Professor 
M’Fadyean that I cannot give him this statement as 

binding, that they will hold an examination in London 
every time that they hold an examination in Scotland. I 
had;no idea that such a thing would be requested, or 
imagined that it would be necessary. I understand from 
him, and I understand even yet, that the examination 
now conducted by the College of Preceptors, 2nd class 
division certificate is very much on the same level as the 
examination which was held by the Educational Institute 
of Scotland on June 30th, 1896. 

Professsor M’FADYEAN : You never had any right to 
understand anything of the sort from me. I have always 
expressed a contrary opinion from you, publicly and 
privately. 

Professor Dewar: If Professor M’Fadyean asserts 
taat he is going to be willing to accept this examination, 
I have not the least doubt that it will be granted, after 
the discussion which has taken place here. I beg to move, 
as an amendment to Professor McIntosh McCall’s reso- 
lution, that the examination of the Educational Insti- 
— of Scotland be accepted as conforming to our bye- 

aws, 

a PRESIDENT : That is out of order ; you must give 
notice. 

Mr. Dotiar : I oppose that being brought forward as 
an amendment ; it varies too widely the terms of the 
original motion. 

Professor Dewar: It is for the Chairman to say 
whether it be accepted. 

The PrestpentT : No, it is out of order. 

Professor Dewar: I do not now object to an English 
examination. I thought I made that sufficiently clear, 
and Professor M’Fadyean is not, as a rule, rticularly 
dense. We have no objection to an Engiieh examina- 
tion, and we have no objection to some of their men 
coming to Scotland and spending their money. What 
we object to is, having a purely English examination. 
What we demand as a right is an examination conducted 
by a Scotchman and an educational body. I mean to 
Support Mr. McIntosh McCall in this motion, if 


ing unjustly treated in Scotland in the matter of this 
examination. 
. Mr. Stutrsow : May the Solicitcr, before he leaves, 
to us whether, in the event of the Institute 
otland holding an examination for veterinary 


Us on 30t 
to accept it. h June, 1896, our bye-law would enable us 
It would, sir. [f Prof. McCall’s motion 
to fix wh Suppose it would be referred to a committee 
4 3 it this examination is to be. 
present wt to : I want to know whether with our 
the passing of an examination such as 


ouncil, to 


~HATCHER : Not. as th 
Mr} : as the bye-law stands now. 
: That which was in existence in 1896, 
i ich is in existence now. 
: “HATCHER : It would be the preliminary medical 
orce now. You must be bound by the 


Words 
here. If you want another examination you must 


fix one, 


“1.” Says that stud ifi 
entit ents shall produce a certificate 
ling the holder to be registered as a medical student 


on 30th June, 1896. At that time the Institute of Scot- 
land was holding an examination for the General Medi- 
cal Council, and it issued a certificate which bore the 
words “ medical certificate,” or a similar title; at an 
rate it bore the word “ medical.” If we arranged wit 
the Educational Institute of Scotland to reproduce that 
examination it could do so entirely, save for the point 
it could not mark that certificate ‘“ medical certificate,” 
because at the present time it is holding a new examina- 
tion, of a higher grade, and is issuing a certificate 
marked “medical certificate.” Therefore it cannot 
arrange to issue two certificates, of different grades, both 
bearing the same title; and unless the certificate bore 
the title “ medical certificate” it would not have entitled 
the holder to be registered as a medical student, June 
30th, 1896. Therefore the answer is in the negative. 

Professor M’FapyEan : If the Educational Institute 
of Scotland were to holdan examination now on the old 
grade there would be no medical students at it, and the 

uestion is, Could it then be called a medical certificate ? 
he answer obviously is “ No.” 

Professor DEwar : Mr. Dollar’s explanation is correct, 
but it will be as much a medical certificate as the 
second class second division College of Preceptors is at 
the present day. 

Professor McI. McCatx: I understand from the dis- 
cussion which has taken place that in order to have an 
examination fixed in conformity with this bye-law, it 
will be necessary for you to pass this proposition which 
I have to bring before you. Ido not imagine it com- 
mits you in any way as to what the examination is to be; 
it simply commits you to this, that the Council is 
willing to grant a special examination for veterinary 
students, and if the educational Institute of Scotland 
can give us an examination in accordance with that bye- 
law, that the Council are very likely to accept it. 

Mr. Stmpson: The Solicitor says we cannot accept it. 
Prof. Epc¢ar: We are mixing up our position very 
much here. We are strongly opposed to the principle of 
the new examination instituted by this College, and yet 
we are so merging another one with it as to make them 
one. I think it isthe greatest piece of audacity I have 
ever heard for a body of gentlemen as we are, practising 
our profession, pretending to be judges of work on 
arts. 

The motion was then put, 5 voting for it, and 7 against. 
The motion was accordingly declared lost. 

Professor Dewar: I beg to give notice of motion for 
alteration of bye-law, the same motion as I have brought 
forward to-day. 

Professor McI. McCatxi: I give notice that I shall 
have a similar motion up for the consideration of the 
next meeting. 
On the motion of Mr. Mulvey, seconded by Professor . 
James McCall, a hearty vote of thanks was accorded to 
the President for his conduct in the chair, and the meet 
ing terminated. 


Personal. 


On the 14th October at Oxford Lodge, Henley-on-Thames 
the wife of R. A, Stock, F.R.C.V.S., of a son. 


Mr. W. J. Monvey has been nominated for the Royal 
Hospital Ward, Chelsea, of the London Borough Councils. 


Mr. A. F. Durxr, M.R.C.V.S., Mill of Mains, again 
takes the place of Mr. J. McLauchlan Young, as lecturer on 
Veterinary Hygiene in Aberdeen University; Mr. Young 
being still with the Mounted Forces in 8. Africa. 
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ARMY VETERINARY DEPARTMENT. 


From the London Gazette : 
War Orrice, Patt Matt, Oct. 19. 


Vet.-Lieutenant C. B. M. Harris, F.R.C.V.S. to be | 


Vet.-Captain. 
Oct. 23rd. 
Vet.-Lieutenant R. L. Cranford;to be Vet.-Captain. 


CHANGES oF STATIONS, ETC., 8. AFRICA. 
C.V.8. Jowett, returned to Ladysmith from hospital. 


Aug. 31. 

C.V.S. Wells, joined 8th Division at Harrismith. 
Neale posted to Standerton. Sept. 1. 

Sturge and Hines to Newcastle. 

V.-Maj. Flintoff arrived Capetown, posted there. 
Pringle transferred to Kimberley. Sept. 7. 
C.V.S. Magill and Collings to Pietermaritzburg, tem- 
porarily. Sept. 9. 
V.-Lt. Sawyer posted to Machadadorp to Head Quarters 
Staff for duty. Sept. 12. 


C.V.S, Lane posted to De Beers Farm ;C.V.S. Webb to 
Bloemfontein; C.V.S. Fowler to Mafeking. 
Sept. 3rd and 4th. 


V.-Maj. Crow to Krugersdorp. Sept 14. 
V.-Capt. England to Kroonstad. Sept. 15. 
©.V.S. Fountain to Gen. Hart’s Column ; C.V.S. Fernan- 


des to Pretoria; C.V.S. Sharp to Piennars 
River. Sept. 17. 


C.V.S. Butcher arrived at Port Elizabeth, was in charge 
of ss. Suffolk from Fiume which sunk off Cape St. 
Francis with 800 horses. 

Vet.-Lieut. Love left Cape Town for England on Oct. 
6th in the “ Britannic.” 

C.V.S. Black and Towers arrived at Southampton from 
South Africa on Oct. 18th in the “ Montrose.” 

C.VS. G. Douglas arrived at Southampton from South 
Africa on Oct. 18th in the hospital ship “ Dunera.” 


CORRESPONDENCE. 


THE BRITISH DIPLOMA IN U.S.A. 


ir 

With all due respect to everyb igi 

rybody, my origina 

has not been answered. It is this’ Can a resin 
M.R.C.V.S. act as assistant to a qualified United States 
veterinary surgeon without rendering himself liable to 
the law of the State in which he so acts? Would an 
American veterinary surgeon render himself liable to 
receive a politely worded protest and then a threatening 
letter from an American Registration Committee for 
enplo ingan English M.R.C.V.S. as his assistant ? 

Vith every consideration for “ Maryland” I cannot 
believe that there are not many large veterinary prac- 
tices in America in which American veterinary surgeons 
have business-like sense enough to employ an assistant 

Are American veterinary surgeons ubiquitous? or are 
all the American veterinary graduates possessed of im- 
mediate wealth in order to set up in practice as soon as 
po their diplomas? If so Eldorados and Golcondas 
must be very common among veteri i 


JONATHAN. 


“NO CASE.” 


Sir, 

Will Mr. Jno. A. W. Dollar kindly state in The Veter- 
inary Record if his operating table for horses is his own 
invention or that of Monsieur E. Vinsot, Vétérinaire, 
a Chartres, France ?—Yours faithfully, JUSTITIA. 
P.S.—I enclose cuts of M. Vinsot’s machine which 
seems very similar 


ROYAL VETERINARY COLLEGE OF IRELAND. 
lr, i 
In your report of the proceedings of the Councih f 
observe that Mtr. Byrne -in one of his speeches spo 
follows :—“ At the present moment, as far as any -t is 
of this Council knows, there is no Irish schoo! Th - ot 
a name but nothing under it. There are no facilitie 
suitable buildings or appliances that I know 0: it, but 
This may be merely Mr. Byrne’s way of putting! toa 
I think he should have endeavoured to obtain sted. 
ation before making any such statement as * There 
There is an Irish school, and more than 1n name. so fat 
are suitable (though temporary ) buildings, 
from the school being a mere name, the Council \~ the 
it is very much alive when the time comes "| 
requisite certificates to be forwarded to it.—I am, Fi. 
A. E. Merram, Prine 


rs. 
Communications. Booxs, AND PaPERS 
J.H. Bennett, R.A. Stock, F.Hobday, vs 
F.E. Mason. W.G.B., ‘ Jonathan,” B.C. 
Journal of Comparative Medicine and Veterinary 
(Philadelphia, Sept.), American Veterinary , 


Sheffield Daily Telegraph 
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